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PREFACE. 



This work is not intended to go into examinations concerning the 

fulfilment of prophecy respecting the future ; but chiefly to present 

the historical record of some which have so clearly become fulfilled, 

that the typal aspect they appear in is now easy to apprehend, to the 

wisdom and glory of the Divine Author, when we are acquainted 

with the past policies of the ages they refer to. To this end the 

Author commits the book to the honour of the Christian reader 

and the blessing of the Eternal Spirit who indited the words of 

Jesus. 

E. D. 
5th November, 1895. 



ON PEOPHECIES FULFILLED DURING OUR 

NINETEENTH CENTURY. 



AN ANCIENT PEOPHECY OF THE PEOPHET EZEKIEL, 
CHAPTEES XXXVIII. and XXXIX. 

During the Crimean War there were a host of pamphlets appearing, 
ascribing that series of conflicts to belong to these prophecies, as 
there can be no difl&culty regarding the fact that they belong to those 
descendants of Gog and Magog, now called the Empire of all the 
Eussias, by the titulars of Meshech (Moscow), and Tubal (Tobolsk), 
as well as of the northern parts. The whole idea, however, of that 
struggle was then given up, simply because the war did not continue 
to appear to fulfil the whole succession of events in such an over- 
whelming overthrow as the successive chapter presented (29th). 

The point lost sight ^of is this, that two periods of conflict by 
Eussia, as the prompter of the struggle, are included in both chap- 
ters. Both having the same object of Eussia's ambition, which has 
been, and is, the same, ever since the Empress Catherine gave it a 
voice. That is, to obtain possession of Constantinople, and with it 
the sovereignty of the Mediterranean sea : which, with the profession 
the Czar makes of being the successor to the kingdom of the Greek 
emperors, would include all Asia Minor, with the possession in 
heirship, also, of the once great empire-citizenship of commerce, as 
held by Tyre and Sidon, and by Tarshish (or Carthage), their 
daughter.* This, however, struggle as Eussia may, can never be 
hers ; as God, in His foreknowledge of what the lives of other States 
will attain, has foretold us is, that the divided empire of Eome will 
ever hold the headship of the nations, in which these extreme 
northern parts of the earth's geography had no place. They were 
never subdued by the Eomans, so as to be provinces of her empire. 



* 



I have been in the bay of Tunis and the reservoirs of Carthage. Her 
situation, in that large, open bay, presents the danger to shipping lying by quays, 
to be dae^ed in pieces by Euroclydon, the great north-east wind. Such a change 
of name (Ps. xlviii. 7) is common. 
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Every effort of Russia, by the direct line of Europe, to acquire 
Constantinople has met with disappointment only. There is one 
point, however, which gives a key to the reason that none of her 
other efforts by that line are at all noticed in the Word of God. The 
point of profession did not in these wars claim, openly, before that, 
to be for the acquisition of the " holy places," although the Christian 
religion was always in some degree the excuse presented, as for the 
liberation from Mohammedan control of other parts. No idolatry for 
relics (according to the explanation of Jesus to His disciples, 
" Where the carcase is there will the eagles be gathered together ") 
can excel, in its superstitious passion for such, that of Eussia ; she 
is, although divided from Rome, a full equal in these vain influences. 
It is to this force of false religious zeal that the Russian rulers look 
to secure a willingness on the part of a people otherwise desirous of a 
peaceful home ; and, hence, all the direction of their Episcopacy is 
held at use to conform to it. The persecution of the Jews included 
to keep them out. 

Proceeding now to our direct object respecting the true interpreta- 
tion of these chapters, the point lost sight of was — that there is here, 
what readers of prophecy of late years have better become acquainted 
with by regard due to other passages, such as our Lord's partial 
quotation from Isaiah in Luke's gospel, when He was preaching, 
presents. This is, that ancient prophecy naturally grouped things 
future into one sentence by the line of sight, although as it regards 
two distinct points, there might be a great distance in line between. 
This has been called a break in prophecy. So here, in both these 
chapters, we have it as distinctly defined as it is possible, both parts 
being then in one line future. This one, is of a struggle, which for 
the first time closed by the Lord's use of what is represented by a 
" Hook " only : and the definition for the hook is given in the second 
chapter. But a check by a hook cannot be the same thing as such 
a terrible overthrow by the 39th chapter is depicted. There is, 
in both chapters, a clearly defined second bringing forth of Russia 
for the punishment due to her idolatry, ambition, and obstinacy ; all 
the details present a difference in the two periods. The first effort was 
foretold to be by the chief prince, or emperor, over that empire alone, 
detailed as designated by Meshech and Tubal, but without allies. 
And then it is, by both chapters, the first check takes place by the 
hooks, but only to turn Russia back again. Her final retreat of 
troops from Sebastopol is plain. In this case the cause of the 
conflict began openly respecting Russia's claim to be the guardian 
and holder of the holy places. This being of Immanuel's land brings 
it into the Bible. Of other struggles by Russia, although, no doubt, 
to the same end, the Word of God would not load itself with. By 
details, also, for interpretation it would become confused for readers. 

No prophecy has been more carefully presented than in those two 
chapters. The well-known diplomatic style of Russia's system is 
well defined in 28th chapter, 10th verse, respecting the final effort yet 
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to come, when Persia, Ethiopia, and Lybia are her allies. In that 
period the result is described as anything but a temporal check and 
turning back, but becomes a most bloody overwhelming overthrow. 
On this point translations differ, however, as in the 39th chapter 
the result of the conflict must be nationally ruinous, and most 
improbable, by the account given in the old authorised editions. 
The turning back is the same in both ; but, " And I will leave but 
the sixth part of thee," which is, after all, followed with the same 
expression respecting after workings — "And I will cause thee to 
come up from the north parts (meaning the sides of the earth) 
hopeless." Thus giving the idea of the European and Asiatic 
northern dominions which Eussia has finally secured from the Baltic 
to the sea of the Amour. Now all prophecy is subject to corrobora- 
tion by factsi, at least, and the Crimean War for the first rising up 
and check by the hook, will settle for that the question respecting 
different capacities in translators as we proceed. 

Some of the annotators have left out this passage in the 39th 
chapter altogether, as to the Divine action in judgment and restraint 
belonging to our older versions. " And I will leave but a sixth part 
of thee." * This is replaced by the marginal translation of the pass- 
age in that of the paragraph version of the Eeligious Tract Society ; 
and we have to follow out our acceptance of either by facts occurring. 
" I will strike thee with six plagues ; or draw thee back with an hook 
of six teeth ^ (see margin). In these two variations wo have the 
number six, but differently connected, yet at either case we have a 
valuable connection with the definite power given in the 38th chapter, 
where a hook, or in fact hooks (plural) are presented. This, at once, 
recognises the aid of two statements, and with a variation, but no con- 
tradiction by detail. Do, then, the facts that occurred give us a record 
for truth. The so-called revised translation entirely varies from the 
older authorised version, and the emendation of the Tract Society by 
margin, so that all distinction is got rid of, as to two different times 
for the Russian effort. By their setting, I see no distinction is made 
between simply a check by hooks, and the final overthrow so awfully 
depicted in the 39th chapter. A clear contradiction. Their two 
passages are 38th chapter : " And I will turn thee about (not back) 
and put hooks into thy jaws ; and I will bring thee forth," — which 
would appear as though the hooks were to help the future effort instead 
of to put a check of time between a first effort for Judea, and a second. 
Yet these interpreters make all the difference between a first start of 
Russia, as of Meshech and Tubal alone in the war ; and, duly after- 
wards, add on other great powers as allies in that war. Other trans- 
lations make similar differences on this point. Now, I am aware, that 
it must appear very presumptuous in one, not acquainted with the 
original at all, to attempt to decide on such a point, but we have at 
least this to aid the facts of the case, Crimean, and the other point of 

* It was scarcely credible that a nation so reduced could make a second effort, 
but this idea is given up by all parties entirely now, as all lost but a sixth part. 
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ability. The fact that the Crimean War did not result like 39th 
chapter mislead the revisers. The unprejudiced reader of thiei will, 
please to notice, that, in the one set of translations, the number six 
exists, whether as of only a sixth part left of the conflicting opponent 
of Gk)d's word and will, or of a hook of. six teeth, or even six plagues 
in check ; or no number six at all by the revised. Eespecting this 
difiFerence, I once asked a young friend, who was brought up in Queen 
Adelaide's College (Protestant), at Malta, where Bishop Gobat, a con- 
verted Jew, was the resident principal, what he held to be the truth. 
He merely gave me this indefinite answer. It depends on whether 
the number six is in the passage or not. By this I judge that either 
the one set of translators had not discernment to see it, although it 
was there, or, otherwise, we must come to the conclusion, that those 
who put it in have literally forged its presence. And this last view 
I consider utterly improbable ; and I think others will think so also. 
I do not mean wilfully inserted it, but still had not the least authority 
for its interjection ; and this applies to the old authorised version, and 
that of the Tract Society alike. In fact that no aspect of a right existed. 
We have, then, only the facts of the case Crimean to guide us, with 
the degree of admitted distinction all agree on ; and, also, the import- 
ant one of Jehovah's care in the narrative, that the differences in 
detail shall make all plain when compared with facts occurring. A 
mere check by a hook, or utter overthrow. . That the hooks should be 
further assisted by detail, as six is a simply and general conception by 
the Scripture mode, at least, for. the reference of the 39th chapter, to 
aid over the 38th facts will help as to decide on acceptance. 

Our point here is this : that while the two chapters, refer to the 
ambition of one leading nationality, Eussia, the point about the means 
for the use of the hooks as a first check has to be made dependent on 
facts that have already occurred. In these they were so distinct that 
we need not err. If so, this will determine the different degrees of 
value in the translations. 

There was also in the negative case, we may notice, no need, to give 
more than one account of the powers at work for the checks. It is 
a certain fact that all the mighty nations spoken of, would be sure to 
resist Eussia's attempt at any effort to obtain the command of those 
grand lines of commerce between the West and the East which the 
ancient merchants of Tarshish used for the attainment of the eminence 
of royal commerce. That is, if the nations against Eussia, Dedan 
(Turkey), Sheba, and the other powers jealous of their resources for 
such success, especially France, the developer of the Suez Canal, and 
Italy, as Sardinia, then and now for the future, on account of her 
colonies on the Eed Sea, with England of the Lion Standard over all 
as to commercial grasp, — all are as sure to be the future opponents as 
they were in the earlier effort, when Eussia depended on her own 
resources only to succeed by. But what number of enemies were 
used against Eussia on the first occasion for only a check, and return 
of Eussia's troops by a peace, of a time attained to await a second effort. 
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We can look at them in both the aspect of a league for the six 
plagues, or what must be the final resource for a settlement of the 
point, whether the number six is in truth and propriety tliere or not 
by a treaty. 

The direct warlike opponents of Eussia were England, France, 
Austria, Sardinia, Turkey, and, then, as a valuable ally, Circassia. 
Austria not so fully uniting her forces, but opposed, only in a conven- 
tionary attitude, does not affect this question the less, while the grossly 
dishonourable desertion of Schamyl, the heroic struggler for his inde- 
pendence of Russia by his troops of the country, was highly valued 
while the war continued. 

Nations do not act dishonourably to each other without the hour of 
regret, for it must come ; and in any future need, this back-door to 
check her, Russia has been very careful to utterly close. 

But although there were these six decided opponents to Russia's 
advance into Southern Europe and Asia Minor for the possession of 
the holy places, yet this is not the leading point regarding the means 
for a decisive check on the would-be usurper for the headship of 
nations by a first eflFbrt, with a time between it and a second. It 
must have that power on its face in the prophecy. By whom was 
the binding treaty signed that allowed Russia to withdraw, as yet not 
massed in the stench of death by the full and final overthrow pre- 
dicted future ? (39th chapter). 

England, France, Sardinia, Austria, Turkey, and finally a power 
that had helped Russia in arms and money — Prussia — let in because 
of her greater power ; while Circassia was deserted to be overwhelmed 
by Russia, which the latter was not long in taking the most crushing 
advantage of. Six barbed hooks to one shank or treaty are here. 

Now, as to the suitability in the types. Russia's first effort, as 
Sinope presented in blood, was by the Black Sea, like a great 
leviathan rushing towards the strait, closing her in to open up her 
path. The fall of Sebastopol effectually stopped that. Every part 
of the Scripture wording is replete with fitness. A hook of six 
teeth is a most perfect type of that treaty. To use a hook as a first 
check, and yet speak of a future letting loose of the same ambitious 
agent, involves what soon took place ; that is, the recovery from the 
first results ; so the action of Russia, when the Franco-Prussian War 
took place, was plainly foreseen. Sebastopol is as strong as ever. 
But the northern parts entire of Asia with Europe are not yet in full 
hand. Russia is, however, foretold to never take the oft disappointed 
line of Europe again. Her future league with Persia, Ethiopia, and 
Syria shows that. Her path will be that of the great Tartar hordes of 
Akbar-Khan and Kublai-Khan's days. Persia is so looked up to as 
a secured satraphy at command ; so that when the sovereign Shah of 
this day, after being treated as an independent king in England and 
France, went to St. Petersburg the Czar quite snubbed him, and 
showed in what the relationship stood. This every year is making 
more plain. So sharp is Divine prophecy also that fifty years since it 

a2 
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would have appeared to be almost an absurd idea that the wild Arabs 
of Ethiopia (the Soudan) and those of the Lybian desert could care or 
(armed as they were with sword and lance only) to be of any use to 
Bussia. 

But that has all passed away, and those brave and wild warriors 
have, by their recent lessons, learnt the value of arms of precision. 
Russia's Czar's trumpet call to a raid, either southward through the 
most unarmed parts of Asia, as against England in Egypt, will be 
very grand and sweet to all these robber tribes, who will gladly help 
notwithstanding some difference from Russia as to her faith and final 
object, which would as usual be their entire subjugation to her rule 
finally. 

To meet this the six powers will have no ground to operate on 
until they reach the borders of the Mediterranean Sea. The accuracy 
of the other parts of prophecy Divine assures the final result. But 
this must give such force into the hands of the friends of Israel that 
Turkey, again secured from ruin by them, must submit to a fact in 
the return of Israel to her own land (although as yet in unbelief), to 
rebuild her temple, or any other France and England, the friends of 
Jewish liberty, decree. Russia would then agree to it, if Turkey be 
stripped at all. The pushing forward the railway through Siberia, 
&c., to unite St. Petersburg and Moscow with the fleet of the Amour 
all show out the prospects of the future. Her subtle wisdom as to 
diplomacy is foretold in the sentence containing the words, " And 
thou shalt think an evil thought," &c., although ** it is not until 
many days " she is prepared for this final deadly struggle to realise 
Catherine's device, and that of the late Czar Nicholas, that in spite of 
England Russia would be the greatest power in Asia, again dis- 
appointed. 

The excellent object of the translators of the newer paragraph 
settings no doubt was to reduce the more crude style of the ancients 
to an easier likeness to our more modern style, for definition by 
punctuation, &c. This would have been more perfectly carried out 
thus, as I think, even in the paragraph line of suitability to English 
divisions poetical : — 

38th Chapter. 39th Chapter. 

Behold, I am against thee, Gog, Behold, I am against thee, Gog, 
The chief prince of Meshech and The chief prince of Meshech and 

Tubal ; Tubal ; 

And I will turn thee back. And I will turn thee back. 

And I will put hooks in thy jaws ; — And draw thee back with a hook of 
And I will bring thee forth. six teeth ; — 

And I will cause thee to come up 
from the north parts. 

The second line of action is plainer by a greater step. 
"Whether there is a fitting idea of a double-entendre in the original 
for plagues, which no doubt Russia found the six hooks to be, or not, 
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I know not ; but it is at least remarkable that, while the opponent of 
Eussia in Schamyl must have been particularly annoying to the proud 
mind of the Czar Nicholas to find him under support of such power- 
ful allies, joro tern, y it was reported that he stamped in rage when so 
despised and inferior a power as Sardinia dared to openly declare war 
against him. There is at least a fitness practical in the idea. It 
proved a wise move for Sardinia, and made up the sixth in action ; 
although Austria sent no troops, her position was decisive against 
Bussia as declared at the time ; but the signatures to the treaty 
eettles our point for the hook's character. The meanness towards 
the hero Schamyl is now partially avenged by the troubles respecting 
Armenia. 

Heroic labourers for liberty had nothing to do with either of the 
belligerents against Russia. Self was all in the larger powers. 
A greater mistake was never inade, or a more dishonourable one. 
Let England's Prime Minister of the day say what he might. 
National policy prospers best like that of personal by true honour. 



MESSIAH'S CHARGE TO THE CHURCH OF THYATIRA. 

That the last sixty or seventy years has been a time of great awaken- 
ing and research respecting the prophecies of the Bible, as well as in 
regard to the Apostolic teaching on any of the doctrinal points and 
standing of the true Church for our bosom's blessing, cannot be 
denied ; but have not the principal paths presented been more in 
regard to our own personal joy and advantage than for their aspect 
to the glory and honour of our adorable Redeemer, or as to the 
working out of facts past or to come. Selfishness here, as well as in 
all other cases, is, beside the want of love to Him, a sure danger to 
interpretation. 

The history given by Christ beforehand, as types of the Church 
are, to show a complete view from the hour of His ascension to the 
Second Advent, and as under His lordship by that watching shepherd 
and judge for this city set upon a hilL Now, departure from the 
written orders of the Captain over all, by either treachery, disobedi- 
ence, or neglect of attention, forms the proper first part of the history 
of the future belonging to this new set of revelations for prophecy in 
warning from Him. I, however, pass lightly over the first three of 
these revelations, because their history is pretty well known. 

The loss of the Ephesian first-love, the introduction of Nicholas as 
a heretical sectarian, and the early beginning in the second century of 
ordinances of the Jewish order, so strictly forbidden, in totOy by the 
Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Galatians, is well known, whether 
held as not wrong to be followed, or, as in this day of truculancy to 
convenient error, for honour to a new episcopacy. Hence the Lord's 
knowledge of the rising agency of Satan's throne is a forcible intro- 
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duction to the subject for Thyatira, with all the blame for a continuing 
of the previous errors respecting the early introduction of the abase- 
ment to idols, all follow well-known history, and leads directly to the 
state of error in Thyatira denounced by Jesus. But except as leading 
on towards the rest does only enter on one thing directly traceable 
for fulfilment in the nineteenth century so fully. 

If I succeed in finding the evidence to this point, it will be of 
import, especially against modem rejectors of the Bible, and in view 
of all who hold the book of the Apocalypse as too difficult, by its use 
of types, to be understood. But if otherwise proved, then looking 
carefully into Scripture, and the events of the age will magnify the 
value of that truth of this same book, that the '* testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy," which all inattentive to events as time pro- 
ceeds must treat with contempt. It was His command concerning 
them, while giving one list en courant, " Watch and pray," and to 
take heed to His report then (Matt. xxiv. 25). 

Satan is well pleased at ideas that refuse this ; but Christ's glory 
as a true prophet shall be in increasing honour as time proceeds. 
Those who, under an idea of looking for Christ any day, at once 
ignore all prophetical details of His voice, and show an indifference to 
His glory as a true prophet, whereby to give effect to the whole 
gospel by evidence in their actual successive fulfilments. 

This purpose of giving to Christ His due honour as a true and exact 
prophet is my object in these commentaries ; and for that, I have to 
seek, in the Spirit's help, to be full and faithful. All other view is 
of self-seeking and must end in disappointment. The beginning of 
this book lays it down as absolute, that it is of Him who Is, and was, 
and is to come, once repeated, and regarding the subjects from Him 
of things seen (t.e., already), things which are (present) and things to 
come. 

But this book does not assume to go back before that point which 
is of its introduction. The glorious aspect of Christ as the Head of 
the Church from the time of His ascension. This is of the things 
seen, as needed under time, to include a new section of facts, starting 
from the ground of acceptance of Jesus, as the Son of Man, John 
V. 27, and xxvi. 27, who had to enter within the veil as the man 
High Priest of God. Hence, this book of prophecies takes up future 
events therefrom ; but as they were not delivered to the prisoner of 
Patmos until some years after the ascension of Jesus to take these 
honours, it required it should include things already seen in heaven 
of course. We will now turn to the revelation respecting the fourth 
Church, for the charge of Christ respecting it ; as the type of a period! 
going on to a consummation into this nineteenth century. 

It is the fourth of seven, and, hence, is a prehistoric presentation of 
the celebrated Middle Ages, which, by events, has become a byword 
in time as for a new date, churchward to observation by events. The 
Church, to the Lord is, as always, in the grace of Jesus, as much in 
honour as possible. I know thy works, and charity, and faith. So- 
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far works are noted in connection with faith ; but the addenda is, 
that the last are more than the first. So works had been added 
above that of faith. This is the well-known fact of the history of the 
Church in its early introduction of, and allowance of new rituals, 
which prepared the way for the assumptions of Papal Rome for new 
traditions. For says Paul, "What is not of faith is sin.*' Follow 
me (only) as I follow Christ. Jesus condemned all traditions not 
exact to God's Word. We are next introduced to a party as of that 
Church, yet an alien to the principles of Jesus ; but so mixed up with 
the rest who were really of his acknowledgment, that they are noted 
as if, wrongly, one assembly. This new set is impersonated as not of 
Christ, but in the likeness of Jezebel, the open enemy of truth of old. 
Neither is she addressed by Jesus, the true believers are only spoken 
to, as in error for allowing her to be amongst them, as a false-teaching 
seducer of the Lord's servants to commit fornication, and to eat 
things offered to idols. She ought to have, as this appears, been 
excommunicated. Now, no such party ever existed of the character 
to be typified like Jezebel, except that one turning from, and remov- 
ing the Word of God from the people and introducing in its place a 
set of humanly-invented traditions, as those of old called, spiritually, 
fornicators did, and as the Scribes and Pharisees taught (John viii. 44). 
But as Jezebel is the given typal impersonation, let us consider her 
peculiarities for she is here represented as unreformable, by refusing 
repentance in regard to her abominations. Jezebel was a descendant 
from Sidon where the worship of Baal and Astarte,* the Queen of 
Heaven was rife ; and, hence, a determined idolater. She was in an 
unhallowed position as to the authority of God. A rank idolatress, 
but had got into the sovereignty of Israel by a marriage, unauthorised, 
to Jehu. So, of the antitypal Jezebel here. She is pointed out as 
of no right there. Crept in, but only such as ought to be excom- 
municated by all true believers. This was during the Middle Ages, 
brought about in the recovered witness and authority of the Word of 
God by Luther and others against her as an adulteress. Jezebel 
took the rule out of the hands of Jehu the king, to carry his point, in 
her own especial one for worshipping Baal, with a high hand. So 
did Papal Rome take the authority in chief over kings to make them 
worse than their own conscience could freely submit to. In fact, 
some risked her power by protecting their innocent subjects of the 
true faith from her blood-thirsty demands of extermination. Jezebel 
used perjury by false witnesses of her own promptings in secret, to 
secure her objects for murder. Rome has always accepted the same 
methods, and taught her ignorant tools to believe that all crimes are 
lawful if wanted for the power of her Church. Jezebel put to death 
all that she could reach of God's true prophets. The more eminent 
for the exposition and authority of the Bible as God's Word, the 
greater her virulence. No man knowing history can gainsay this 

* Ashtaroth (plural) in her worship the moon and seven stars were introduced 
for h|;r image. 
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suitability of the Lord's selection of a type of Rome's papacy, as a 
persecutor. The religion she sought to introduce was an entirely 
distinct one from that of the Word of God ; and so remains to this 
day. If the kings of the earth have at last broken through her 
tyranny, in respect to their homage to her, as to their own rights and 
offices, the Pope is still in dudgeon, and claims it as before. Semper 
eadem is her boasted motto. She never confesses ought done by a 
Pope was wrong. Hence, the prophecy of her. I gave her space to 
repent of her fornication; and she repented not. Then comes the 
result of this hardened state, " Behold, I will cast her into a bed, 
and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except 
they repent of their deeds; and L will kill her children with 
deaths and all the churches shall know that I am He which searches 
the reins and hearts ; and I will give unto every one of you according 
to your works. . But unto you, I say, and unto the rest of Thyatira 
as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the 
depths of Satan as they speak, I will put upon you none other bur- 
dens ; but that which ye have already, hold fast until I come." 

Thus the a priori testimony, above all added, is Christ's only 
claim . for obedience. The promise to the faithful ones is, then, 
made again a leader to see who this Jezebel party is, by her rejectors 
in reward. 

Rome ruled the nations with a rod of iron, and the time was to 
come, — when He who at His Second Advent is to rule over all the 
empire once given to Nebuchadnezzar (as traced by Daniel for the 
future possession of Jesus the Christ), with absolute imperial deci- 
sion, — will share that power with His faithful ones (Matt. xix. 28). 

But of the Papacy I have not done with, of necessity. If a sect 
once exists under its covenant it will remain extant because the 
determination, or even discernment of the wrong the votaries are in, 
will not be seen equally by all at once. Hence, to give it up, when 
it is of the seal or covenant for mutual actions is sure to be resisted 
by an erring majority for a time. The coming of Christ can alone 
break them all up at once. This was illustrated in the followers of 
Brian. He by their false dealing on a principle about a married 
man becoming an accepted preacher, left the body he was attached to 
before. He gathered a new sect to his name with certain views. 
Then went to America, and obtained new light, but on his return the 
body refused to accept it, and, so, he became separated from them, — 
they took a new name. He took a more perfect position. So in 
this more important passion for rule of the Middle Ages. Those 
who objected to Papal blasphemies had to start afresh in a minority 
and much trial to exercise others not so readily clear sighted. Such 
was the general darkness, they had become grafted into believe, that 
in the following ages, as attention became awake to other grand 
and important principles of the Word, and traditions Apostolic, each 
having first formed a collected body, found no open door for a further 
restorer of the old paths, except by separation, to become obedient to 
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them. The general darkness of the Middle Ages was a result of 
the loss of first love. Hence, as we shall trace by the remainder of 
these charges to the Churches; — Protestant progress from Luther's 
day was very gradual While also, alas, the first love for the reform- 
ing views were often readily followed by coldness, neglect, and in the 
young new generation .recession to the old benighting error, as 
England, as well as other countries, presents for this era. The flesh 
and pure truth are ever at war. We have, then, that this Popery, 
when the true Church of Jesus left them, as the only practical path 
of obedience to their Lord, — remained a determined unrepentant 
body intact, — with all the errors denounced, and the more rampant 
against reform by the resistance of the worldly-minded priesthood ; — 
and hence, as this state for it, as a body opposed to the pure principles of 
the Lord of Glory, goes on to be dealt with by the Divine revelations 
over time to the coming of Jesus, — we shall have it presented again, 
as to what its own character and doings would, and have been, solely. 
I propose, therefore, to so arrange the divisions of this work to this 
order of time ; as thereby the reader will be the better able to follow 
the line of my title respecting fulfilments, — as it could not be 
expected, that when Popery was let loose from the honourable 
rebukes of faithful men, that it would not, in all the results of hate 
against them, and as to those of her doings amongst the sects, — but 
belong to the further revelations of this book of Christ's especial 
prophecy elsewhere. The time given the Papacy to repent, by the 
exposure of her errors to herself, had to be of a serious length, and 
from Luther's day to this century had over three hundred years for 
that repentance, but, as the Word says, " She repented not," it is 
certain she never will, but of course still exist Satan's tool. 

The decision of our Lord, " I will kill her children with death," 
had a terrible realisation in retribution at the time of the great French 
revolution in the end of the last century ; — but as the new religion of 
the reign of human reason had not as yet become largely settled in 
over men's minds, Kome, by the aid of a dictator-sovereign, became 
restored. With this state, as spoken of by the great revealer of 
history beforehand, we shall have to turn to other passages of His 
revelation. The restoration was of this nineteenth century for con- 
tinued action as a unity. 

The ideal right to invent new traditions, non-Apostolic, begun in 
altering the order of Jesus — " He that believeth and is baptised shall 
be saved," by the reversal of the order in the second century. This 
want of honour to Jesus in love laid the foundation for a claim to 
other additions, out of which the Papacy grew, and now, versus the 
Scripture, lives by. 

But Rome had to keep the Bible from the people, lest they learn 
the deception, as happily at last it came out. Hence France, having 
had this authority kept from her, — when the people discovered the 
rank hypocrisy of monkish claims to holiness, the tyranny of the 
priesthood and her coadjutor the king, her tool for united pressure 
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to keep the people down in slavery, — their rage had no bounds, — and 
both the king and priesthood reaped as they sowed. 

In other countries, where the Bible had become a base of popular 
reverence, although much oppression existed, there was an active 
restraint by the Word of God saving the nation from these bloody 
evidences of revenge for that time. As the Church, in her acceptance 
of human first traditions suflfered, — so, also, nations in their propor- 
tion of influence of the Word of the. Lord reaped. 

Italy, the first great centre of Romish superstition, had to await, and at 
last to learn the same lesson ; but on a different base, for their rejection 
of the Pope, from that of the true Christian Church, which allows of no 
violence over the conscience, but only of truth, which worketh by love, 
through the preaching of the Gospel of peace and goodwill to man.* 

The completeness of the dififerent sections regarding the connection of 
each other to time, which are first given as of the whole from the ascen- 
sion of Jesus to that of His Second Advent, makes our difficulty respect- 
ing the place for those revelations, which give internal important details 
as a matter of course. Each important principle has its own section. 

What I next propose to attend to is another complete series, that 
of the Gospel already gone forth, as it had been preached by Jesus 
Himself, and continued by Apostolic instruction of Divine inspiration, 
which must form the second important set of revelations, next to the 
call on the Seven Churches of Asia to be faithful to it. 

But as this is continued to the time of the Lord's return like that 
to the Churches, I do not intend to break it, although important 
interval points of detail must actually belong between the first and 
last here. By our lateness in time we need not find a difficulty. To 
pursue my main point regarding the fulfilments up to the nineteenth 
century, as a matter of fact, it is not requisite. 

So, I follow, now, my next great section of points. This section 
deals with the many greater difficulties the Gospel has had to contend 
with, as of new things springing up. That is, new inventions, as 
heresies, holding the victims powerfully together in addition to the 
Papacy, but which is one of them. Papal Rome became by the Lord's 
charge to true Christians from the Middle Age of unhallowed union, — 
a separate body intact, as they boast, by her faith in her traditions 
versus the Word of God ; and, so, as such, has her history again to 
appear amongst the professed faiths new to the eras. A body, with 
others, rejecting the Gospel of God's love in Jesus, but each assuming 
to be a better one for its transplantation to make room for a better 
faith. Satan's entire suggestions proceeding on the principle to please 
the flesh as an angel or missionary of more light (2 Cor. xi, 14). 

* This fact, that Popery is entirely a distinct new faith from Christianity is 
accentuated by the following extract from the " Echoes of Service," Missionary 
Report, dated October, 1895, 2nd Series, by part under Mexico of September 
3rd : — " On October Ist the Virgin of Guadalupe is to be crowned. It is said over 
a million souls will be in the city of Mexico during the twelve days' feast. There 
is not herein, even the mention of Jesus. It is all to the honour of the modem 
Astarte Babylonian" (see Rev. xvii). 
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In this inquiry our principle, adopted, that the whole book is 
divided into sections, under some particular point for the action 
thereof, and not all through for times of succession as it flows, must 
com^ into' exemplification and be admitted. If the churches for their 
succession in time run from the Ephesian type of the earliest age by 
the Ascension, on to the last, reaching up to the Second Advent, so, 
under another office of Jesus another following succession may, and in 
fact must. Then, as the fourth chapter certainly carries its period 
unchanged through the fifth to the seventh, when the councils of 
Jesus are seen after His advent (of the sixth chapter) reach to the 
restoration and sealing of Israel with the manifestation of all the 
redeemed in resurrection attire, it is certain that any mere system of 
interpretation by verbal successions of the book in time, is an error. 
The point, then, is into what new division and under what distinct 
principle to another point for the glory of Christ has the spirit 
witnessed. Now, the first principle for Christ's glory in need, is his 
headship of the Church to a part of which we have given attention ; 
but besides this his acceptance as the law fuIfiUer before the Fathei''8 
throne demands and received another promised royalty. The key to 
this is given us in the 24th Psalm under which auspices, for his 
future character, he was promised to come, as worthy of all power 
and right over the world additional to that over His Church. That 
prophecy is already fulfilled. So, we have in the fourth chapter a 
door opened in heaven. Now, it would be an insult to Jesus to look 
for any future door to be mentioned as needing to be opened for Him 
(John XX. 19). Here, therefore, we find the principle which was to 
be to the apostle a witness of his Lord's acceptance, to this office also. 
It again, on this point, to make the subject entire and perfect, starts 
from the ascension before God's throne, as of things, seen there before, 
but symbolically re-enacted before John's eyes, for his and our 
instruction. The little book put into Christ's hands signifies the 
authority given Jesus for His new ofiice won, by His worth. 

The next question to consider is, that as those proceedings before 
that august court are settled, to show that the present ruk over all 
things on earth are put into the hands of our adorable Lord, what, 
then, is there, between the introduction of the vision of the past by 
that assembly, and the Second Advent in the sixth and seventh 
chapters, which belongs to the doings either of Jesus, or the world ? 
The new song is evidently a part of the triumph new in Jesus ; the, 
then, accepted one to the holiest of all for power (Mark xvi. 18, 19, 
20) and, with it, is included the prescient assurance of the Gospel 
triumphs. This was one heavenly view of the triumph of the Cross. 
Between this and the great earthquake, which by other Scriptures is 
in connection in exact time with the Lord's return, and all its terrors 
to the great and noble worldlings then reigning, we have nothing 

a3 



18 ON PROPHECIES FULFILLED DURING NINETEENTH CENTURY, 

belonging to the earth in action, except the sixth chapter and its four 
horsemen ; and, thus, we have to expect a complete volume for the 
rule of earthly events is here continued. The fifth seal finds its sub- 
ject in heaven again on to the period for the earthquake of the sixth. 

All at work, earthly, is put into types. Have the facts occurring 
appeared as required for the keys at our interpretation? Let us, 
then, reverently consider, what keys we have from other Scriptures 
for these to be certain by history to our day. A seal is ever therein 
a representative of a covenant. Hence, in each case it represents 
one ; but of each different in its articles by the various colours of 
the horsemen ; and as subject to the adoption of each rider to gain 
his object. In each case there are those three points of especial dis- 
tinction, the colour or leading feature of their covenant ; Secondly, 
the agents for success adopted ; Thirdly, the especially distinct, and 
most peculiar marked results. Time has developed them all. They 
are sharp drawn in history by facts incontrovertible. Very graphic ! 
The first seal, or covenant going forth, as new in time, for that of 
Jesus' acceptance in heaven by the Father, had gone forth before 
John's day to receive this revelation. It was the covenant for 
pardon for all sin and rest for the soul of its recipient, by faith in 
Him. At once complete by acceptance, by a sinner, of Jesus* blood- 
atonement and for ever sure. His own preaching of the Gospel. 

"We will now consider the first of these three typal points, that of 
the significant distinction in the colour of the horseman which here 
represents his chosen ensign, and from which we draw our national 
peculiarities of the flag. Each, also, has a colour as God looks at it. 
The 45th Psalm will also help us under the 19th of Revelation by the 
direct sovereign choice of Jesus in the triumph there promised. Each 
sign or covenant between the horseman must, then, represent a faith 
offered and accepted by the followers. A creed settled. The white 
horseman here is pledged to succeed in his mission by going forth 
crowned, at once, by the gift of God, conquering and to conquer. 
Thus, the third point in respect to results are assured by the nature 
of his weapons, already tried on earth. The weapons are by a bow, 
and therefore with arrows. So 45th Psalm says in honour to this 
action at the First Advent — 

" And in thy majesty ride prosperously, 
Because of truth, and meekness, and righteousness : 
And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 
Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the King's enemies ; 
Whereby the people fall under thee.** 

The bow and arrows have been used, literally, to aid in conquests, 
and sometimes secured it, but they did not consist in the three true 
arrows here mentioned. Truth, meekness, and righteousness. Thus 
Zechariah is responsive respecting Him at the First Advent, 

" Not by might, nor by power, 
But by My Spirit, saith the Lord." 
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Truth that worketh by love is the headstone of the ownership secured 
by, only to be crowned by God. The first horseman is, therefore, the 
Spirit of Jesus the only true hero, going forth as the knight with the 
errand, or mission to deliver souls from the stings, and final results of 
sin. So Jesus, on the white horse, comes a second time ; not with 
the bow and arrows, the work of which is pro tern, accomplished then, 
but as the crowned king with the sword to punish His rejectors of 
before that day. The reign of a thousand years follows on David's 
throne. The cunning of Satan saw, that it could only be by subtly 
devised new creeds, or seals, he could meet this new power of his 
antagonist by the law before used. He concocted three, now histori- 
cal, and each at the time of most advantage for palming them off on 
mankind. 

The Gospel when truly preached is Christ in the living word. Has 
not the struggle of time been most sharp since. Satan devised 
entirely new creeds, although the old heathen myths it had to con- 
tend with, after Jesus appearing to be the only perfect evangelist, still 
remained the leading opponents to his success for the first few cen- 
turies ; and of them, again in this book of Revelation, there was no 
further need of note. It was the eye that foresaw those that had not 
appeared up to John's day, that it was required to be made known by^ 
to the glory of his Godhead and universal presence. 

We have next, therefore, to consider out of what resources the 
immense power of these creeds following, had there starting grounds 
for their great success, so as to be worthy, in the sense by importance, 
to be noticed by Jesus here, amongst the income of the first ages of 
all sorts of changing attractions to evil. Historical facts, well known 
to readers of acuteness, tell us of the departure from the pure ways 
of " truth by love " to Jesus, and the Revelations to the churches the 
same, of the early determined return either to the ritual of the Jewish 
law, against which in any the least respect, Paul the Apostle had 
especially written the Epistle to the Galatians for, and about which 
it exists for our day, and is treated with utter disrespect by many 
professed Christian sects, nearly all. By this disobedience alone, 
•could the two charges respecting " those who say they are Jews," be 
referring to ignoring the special object of circumcision, as belonging only 
to the Jewish nation, and getting up in despite of what he says (1 Cor. 
vii. 19) : " Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but 
the keeping the commandments of God." Again, Gal. vi. 15 : 
"For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creature;" we find, invented, an imita- 
tion of this nothing made most important. But such has been the 
rage, inordinate, for a ritual, over that given by Jesus, Baptism and 
the Lord's Table, that Satan has had this to follow, by disobedience, 
at Christ's command, for his tool in the order reversed in utter con- 
tempt of His authority and .wisdom. 

Jesus expressed His great pleasure when, on His last attention, as a 
horn Jew, He kept the Passover with His disciples, that He could for 
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the future remove them from that final duty of the old ritual, and give 
them His second and last ceremonial in the hread and cup for remem> 
brance of His finishing work ; His death in full atonement for all sin, 
thus relieving them from a burden they had scarcely been able to 
bear. Also, He had confirmed the view of Paul the Apostle, that the 
new creature, or being bom again by the Spirit of life in His cross, 
was the first point of all, by putting His earliest rite ordained, bap- 
tism, in its due place ; and saying, *' He that believeth and is baptised, 
shall be saved," thus placing faith first, and baptising as only 
belonging to one bom again. But h;s arrangements became, in the 
results of time, reversed, not by the Apostle's time however i& 
admitted by the just attention to what one historian of the Church, 
Episcopalian,* admits by authority of the ancient Fathers ; for beside 
that, Luke in the narrative he professes to give of " aU that Jesus 
began both to do and teach until the day He was taken up," he had it 
never to mention a case of baptism, except of a believer ; but, also, 
as this author quotes from Justin Martyr, who wrote for the similar 
purpose in his day, successive to that of the Apostles, no mention of 
others for baptism, except the regenerate, is by him quoted. The 
same historian also goes on to the day of Cyprian, a.d. 250, when he 
admits it had not then become settled whether children should be 
baptised before the eighth day or not. This uncertainty could not 
have existed for Luke and Justin Martyr to leave out, if it had been 
ever the act of the Apostles to immerse an unintelligent person. Or 
of Gospel writers then. Yet, this author, after thus truly quoting 
from this time of Cyprian for the final finding out of the business of 
infant's mode of baptism, has the cool assurance to say, the Church 
always believed that the children ought not to be left in the condition 
of the heathen. If so, how could the matter as to the manner have 
been left to either the day of Ireneus, a.d. 178, or of Cyprian, a.d. 250. 
His statement admits the fact, that it was the entire invention of 
those going back to Jewish ritualism, which the Apostle Paul so con- 
tended for as utterly abolished (Gal. iii.). It is not, to my object, 
required to follow this point further, as my point is, to show how 
against the life and death of Jesus, with all His teaching, and that of 
His Apostles, Satan got the strings of power to twist them into a new 
seal, or covenant for men to accept it, against the common variations 
of men's minds through the ages for new things. Thus, in the second 
horse we have Red, the colour of blood for that force in its character. 
Power to take away peace was given him, in judgment by the ritual 
sins that had come in, and for killing one another by a great sword. 
This is the exact feature both as to the means and its results by 
Mohammedanism. The terrible scymetar of that age. 

Mohammed saw in the professing Christian Church the increase of 
mere human traditions, instead of the teaching of the writings of the 
Scriptures. These he must have known, as he venerated the old 

* '* A Compendious Ecclesiastical History from the earliest period to the present- 
time," by the Rev. William Palmer, M.A., of Worcester College, Oxford. 
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Patriarchs, as Arabs descended from Abraham by Ishmael do. He 
sought to imitate Jesus, and become the head of a new sect, by a seal 
or covenant of power over his followers. He acknowledged God, but 
he saw what Christianity had become in the hands of its then pro- 
fessors ; a ritualism similar to that of the Jews, and an idolatrous 
worship like theirs by images. He adopted circumcision direct, and 
not by a farce imitative. He sought to be a purifier of men's ways in 
a degree to catch them. He did not directly deny Jesus had a 
mission, but his own was a later one, as the personal Paraclete pro- 
mised ; and so needed to be of a man in the flesh. Himself. It was 
the daring assumption of the prelacy, but on another form afterward. 
To own this in the Pope, Cardinal Vaughan has lately said is the 
only way to acceptance. But when he tried its acceptance as an 
ascetic, it did not take with the Arabs to follow Mohammed, hence at 
first he got no followers. Mohammed's personal habits ascetical they 
could venerate, but not follow for a system general, so he called them 
to carry the sword of conquest for the establishment of his new 
religion, and this exactly suited the descendants of Ishmael. 

His new book did not deny the honour to the old patriarchs Noah, 
Abraham, and Moses. He re-instituted circumcision from the ancient 
authority for the Jews, and with it that fleshly gratification, polygamy, 
with the hope of a future paradise of that class. He put down some 
plainly injurious immoralities, such as drunkenness, for total abstin- 
ence, with all idol worship, into which professing Christianity had 
become plunged ; also the idea of a more healthy and cleaner diet in 
refusing pork. 

So he cleverly appeared as a true reformer, and so setting himself 
up as'a true prophet of God by a prophet's work, and in the rejection 
of image worship proclaimed a true faith so far that God exists, and 
is one, the mystery of a revealed trinity rejected. Hence his followers, 
as men with prayer to God for a chief institute, are more faithful to 
his instructions than any Christian not teaching and acting up to the 
pure faith as it is in Jesus. But the mission to propagate this faith 
of Mohammed by the sword took peace from all parts of the earth where 
the sceptre of Mohammed* was carried, by the judgments of God on the 
sinful use of that Gospel which, by peace, faith, and love, was to be 
a blessing therein to all people. It was for a time a terror to all. He 
copied the seal of God in the aspect of eternal hell if it was rejected. 
No option allowed. The early Christians had been gradually sow- 
ing such seed as gave Mohammed his acceptance and power, so they 
reaped. 

The next horseman's flag in the eye of the Lord, by the character of 
the colour, is the exact reverse of the Gospel's mission of peace. The 
expression Lo ! is one of surprise at such a thing appearing, the 
features of change go on from bad to worse when Christ is set aside. 

Here we again meet with the Jezebel church character, as set free 

* Does it allow of peace now, when we see the dangers of war by the Armenian 
questioa and the Arab slave-holders in Africa ? 
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by all true Christians in obedience, leaving her to herself. It is of 
one fully apostate setting aside the whole Word of God for alteration 
to a new system of writings, preachings, practices, and institutes for 
religious order. But still a debased imitation. It had the audacity 
to take the name of Jesus to commend it as a catch to its followers ; 
but wrenched from the hands of readers the whole of the records of 
prophets and apostles, for the true way to attain eternal life, for a 
new sham order of priesthood, but it grew up in that Church to stain 
and rule it for evil. It was dead against all the White Horseman's 
order entirely, as being black instead of white to the eye of God. 

What have we in our three points for a guide to show out to whom 
it belonged by peculiarities of its own in results. 

First. The insignia, Black, as to character against the pure teaching 
of the Divine records. Secondly. As to the means of progress that 
claim to be the holder of the determinate order belonging alone to 
Christ, according to the literal teaching of the Word in God*s book ; 
but here, by a new set of " Balances," the invention of the apostate 
Black Horseman over life and death eternal. In fact, here the deci- 
sion for time and eternity under this new set of inventions over all 
souls was used to seal its power again. Mohammed cunningly deter- 
mined to retain God's order so far for a future reward in happiness, 
or eternal existence in doom. By this black horseman the balances 
show that the same results as to time eternal was to be claimed by 
this new horseman's creed, so as to seal its power to the mightiest 
degree in hope and fear man is equal to, by eternal peace or doom. 

God had determined His as a means to secure attention, ere it is 
too late, for the reading of the books of God, as young Timothy had 
been prepared early for receiving the records thereof respecting the 
time of appearing, and words of instruction for peace with God 
through the alone merits of Jesus Christ. By the Papacy no child 
must see a Bible. 

But against the reading of this book the black horseman's creed is 
absolutely set, because it was of and belonging to the pure gospel of 
the white. Mohammed's and the Pope's votaries are harder to convert 
than old heathens. 

To allow the reading of God's Book must discover the error of 
all traditions, not of it. So we might expect it to be absolutely 
forbidden more entirely than even Mohammed taught, as his value for 
the old patriarchs was great. They preserve their tombs from 
desecration to this day, and from false philosophers who venerate 
nothing. 

The assumptions of the Pope of Eome had no existence in the first 
centuries. Mohammed made his before Rome attained enough influ- 
ence to make theirs. He lived in about the year 600 a.d. But the 
errors of early professors prepared the way for both. In England and 
Ireland, as existing records show, a pure apostolic faith was first 
attained. So the black horseman appears in this chapter of Revelation 
in his historical position, however truly it may be said, the afterward 
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accepted views, prelatic, existed in a degree. They helped both evil 
ones. 

No such claims could succeed under the daring to assume the 
names, Christian and Apostolic, or once exist without, like as the 
errors which Mohammed used for a professed need of cleansing for his 
system, if they had not paved the way for blinding the eyes of those 
who knew aught at all about Christ, to be once its followers. 
Pharasaic outward cleasings belong to both alike to this day. 

Once received at the hands of a set of teachers, the seal of a cove- 
nant of dependence on human traditions for eternal happiness or doom 
is again a means to help the delusion, as well as the certain decree of 
exclusion from all old friends of the same faith : a terrible trial to 
people young or old, even if they discover the black deception they 
are fallen into. 

But we must go on to our third point, — this seal is the sure cause 
of, and which this century has given us the evidence, in a double 
power. It is contained in the words, "A measure of wheat for 
a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny, and see thou 
hurt not the oil and the wine."* Graphic results to historic fact 
papistical. 

It would be said did not Popery use the sword as well as 
Mohammed 1 No doubt, and added to its means for death, sharp and 
sudden in battle, or by the executioner of Mohammed and the Popes ; 
but we have said error went on from bad to worse. Mohammed did 
not delight in the cool-blooded study of inventions for years of pro- 
longed torture, as we have had exposed amid the houses of the priests 
brought to light by the guns and swords of the excited French 
soldiery when they burst into that receptacle of hell, the Spanish 
Inquisition near Madrid, or the secret butchery of men, women, and 
children amongst the Waldensian hills, or of St. Bartholomew's Day, 
at the Pope's behest and delight, (kc, &c. ; of these things no record, 
modern, is given of a repentance and sorrow they felt, or allow should 
exist for these enormities now. But the marked feature for this 
black horseman needed to be as certain in history, and as distinct 
from that of other horsemen, here typal in a peculiarity. 

A penny in the Scripture is fully recorded by the lips of Jesus to 
represent a value for a day's labour in the cheap markets there of his 
da3\ Its value is, however, as to our coinage about that of a Denarius, 
old Eoman, or sevenpence and a halfpenny. So typal. The meaning 
here is — Let the labourer live, or he will not be of use to us in the 
world, but never let him rise in life. Of his receipts for daily labour 
no persons know better how to pillage him of a part, under the black 
horseman's delusions, than this priesthood he is a slave to, little as it 
is. Personality' is here introduced as of rules by the command " Come 
and see " (take great care) that you hurt not the oil and the wine. 
Even by after-death claims he is pillaged for prayers about the dead. 

* Note a meaBure of wheat — i,e., a chenex, contaiuB one quart wine measure 
and the twelfth 4>art of a quart. 
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A wr^hedly poor population of the labouring class is typically 
here represented to the life, as the result of the seal or covenant 
bonds cast over its designers by this black horseman. We have not 
far to travel, but only a short Channel voyage to make, to see all this 
exemplified ; and to fix its chains has been the mad, blind struggles 
of some of our politicians by helping Popish schools of late. It is 
not the crown's claims being secured from rebellion that is wanted as 
the chief tiling ; but to give soul and social liberty to the enchained 
by delusion in a true education Biblical. In all ages where Popery 
had the civil and ecclesiastical rule, there poverty to the peasantry 
was made constant. 

The reasons for the care over the " oil and wine," types of all 
sensual indulgences, is equally graphic to the lines of all history, as 
Luther the German, but honest-hearted priest of Rome then, found as 
he approached the centre towards Rome of modern luxury : riches, 
and worldly glory in palaces. Not much like anything either Paul or 
Peter the Apostles had or desired. Cut off, as the increasing intel- 
ligence of mankind has effected, from their power for coherence, as of 
old they used to be, yet the palaces of either Popish or Protestant 
enjoyment have but little of the cross-bearing spirit about them ; 
while the missionary spirit of the old evangelists is but little seen, 
although a few grand characters have appeared amongst the opponents 
of the prelacy of Rome Episcopalian. But when ascetics of the Popish 
class have been found on missions, their end in teaching has been 
still to be without the light of the Word of God, but only to fix 
further the withering blight of the prelacy in darkness. 

But further. History has seen the light of intellectual and his- 
torical truth break through Popish claims for its beloved ignorance, 
and the power to persecute taken from that prelacy, except by the 
old influence of a still benighted community against the new laws of 
liberty of conscience. Wherever this chain existed in full, nations 
suffered the same from the debasing ignorance planted on the people, 
and nations gradually became poor, losing prestage and resources in 
proportion to their prelatic bigotry. See Spain, Portugal, and the 
Southern States of America. But in the degree of power, intellectual, 
recovered by the circulation of the Bible, so these countries are now 
becoming of respect amongst the others mere advanced by the same 
cause over the earth. France and Spain, for instance, as nations, 
now profess a desire, at least for worldly glory, to advance the people's 
education. Let them remember, then, that social power increased 
over a people of a Popish tendency is sure to blight all hope. Yet 
England is dabbling in it again. 

Austria, that held so long the imperial position amongst the nations 
of Europe, has lost it, to the intelligent progress of Prussia, and by 
bondage to the dislike of reading the Bible by her degraded Con- 
cordat with the prelacy, has but little beside to report well of. 

The Southern States of America have but partially broken their 
chains ; so, in national liberty. Popery still professed keeps their 
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advance back, and they are in constant war amongst themselves, with 
chronic liability to national bankruptcy and rebellion at home. These 
variations show out in this century. The difference here is remark- 
able amongst the Northern States. There the United States have 
maintained progress in wealth and power most fully through the New 
England institutes of their Protestant Pilgrim Fathers ; and Canada 
takes its best features apart, from the remains of French Popery of 
no progression — but Protestant values in the Bible by her newer 
emigrants keep up her head against Yankee absorption. 

Close at home we have the prosperity and weedth of the north of 
Ireland, as equal to that of any part of England, in contrast to the 
wretched squalor of the Popish bondage against intellectual progress, 
and the grasping spirit of the unhallowed claims of the priesthood in 
other parts. Yet nationalism is here breaking the old bonds also. 
The miseries of the poor Irish are only chargeable on the landlords, 
as the latter were always helped to keep their distinctions by the 
former. Popery hedged on all the kingly oppressors on condition of 
each supporting the other. So with other lords minor. Our gracious 
Queen rightly presented the cause of England's long advance in wealth 
and power, to a native barbarian prince, by showing that grand symbol 
of success, the Bible alone ; but the recent changes amongst her 
national ministers, and the pandering of the laws of liberty to Popish 
sympathies in Malta, <fec., and other methods, do not speak too well 
for the discernment of the Ministry as to the value of fixed principles 
Biblical This, in regard of the sale of principles for votes, has 
became a great danger, the more as the half-Popish High Church 
principles pertain. Beally, as to likeness to Jesus, the Lowest by any 
true pilgrim cross-bearing aspect. High Church by most of Popery in 
degradation. 

We now proceed to the prophecy of the last or fourth horseman 
with his seal. In each case the pulse of the covenant runs by the 
imitation of that, which Jehovah made the result of the covenant 
being kept for its secure inducement, not to neglect the one way in 
finding before death, the sure hope of eternal fife, by a reasonable 
demand on gratefully accepting the atonement in the blood of Jesus, 
as the only escape from the other result, needed to show His eternal 
hate of all err^r by eternal suffering In wrath. Sin lying at the 
rejector's door, Cain-like. Hence the Apostle's statement, " But now 
once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed to men once to die, 
but after this the judgment, so Christ was once offered to bear the 
sins of many ; and unto them that look for Him shall He appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.'' 

The use here of the periodic adverb once at once settles the case of 
no other period after death open for any class of deliverance from 
eternal doom, if new birth in Jesus be not found before death. 
Hence the money-making play of falsehood for a purgatorial deliver- 
ance, for which it is claimed to be held by the new balances of the 
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Black horseman's hand, it is a sufficient evidence why Popery cannot 
allow the souls of their victims to read the Bible and take its most 
emphatically declared truths as certain, direct, and child-like. 
Jehovah had also intended the fear of His eternal wrath to be 
a check against men sinning against each other ; so, in His hands, it 
was to be a blessing to all mankind for peace and good-will, as it 
often has so proved its efficiency. To use it over men of another 
creed, by playing on the affections of the remaining relatives, is the 
height of mercenary cruelty, as well as deluding them respecting their 
own only true hope. 

Now, I have so far traced the power of Satan to originate the 
succession of these opponents of the White horseman's mission (of the 
pure Gospel of Jesus as set agoing in fuU by the value of His cross), 
having depended on the character of the errors set on foot before 
their appearance. History fully attests this in their graduated 
supply ; so, again, Mohammed found in those preceding his day his 
focus to appear as a religious reformer, but it took from the year 600 
a deal of time before he could carry his victorious legions to the con- 
quests of Constantinople and Granada. 

Hence, in the meantime, the fiercer standard of the northern tribes 
of Europe had still been growing into the old delusions for the Middle 
Age ascendency of Popery to block him. But this, at last, had by its 
daring mass of ever grasping passion for wealth, in the sale of indul- 
gences, led to the German monk's reading of the Bible, and to the happy 
decision for Luther's proclamation of the Pope being an apostate, 
black ; but, also, men of common sense after his day, intellectually 
only, became sharp critics, so that ridicule at false pretensions in 
France at last burst the bonds of intellectual darkness, and working 
on the tyrannical actions of its royal authority, set the passions of the 
oppressed but uneducated people afloat ; and so, besides the object of 
getting better laws, Satan had the ground free for a new, but still 
worse, seal of a faith ; and as Popery had kept out the only truly and 
lovely enlightener of the people, the Bible, so natural intellect having 
at last discovered the imposition and apostate class of the old professed 
religion, the populace, led by men of vast natural capacities, and equal 
violence of unrestrained passions, a new faith for the worship of 
Reason, native, was adopted, and duly (as Carlyle, the historian of the 
details, presents), inaugurated by the worship of a woman for the new 
representative. But this, also, had to struggle against old faiths long. 

Now, this involved that no written creed could be admitted. Yet 
a sort of belief general is in demand to meet the requirements of any 
conscious possession of an immortality of soul. Even those profes- 
sing a faith in annihilation entire after death some ground must be 
imagined. Its creed or seal is, No God and no eternal wrath for sin. 
Here we come to the second common typal representative as in pre- 
vious cases for the means of action, or power to spread this religion, 
with also that of the expressive colour of the horse, and, thirdly, the 
results peculiar to this creed. Pale or indefinite as to a creed written. 
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The horse has no definite colour. This must be the definite creed 
less state of faith by human reason. Each man for his own views, all, 
all men differ in liability of opinion. So, every man's conscience is his 
alone guide to his expectancy, future. Has it not been so in our own 
country, once so definite as to the national and individual faith ; and 
have not our most clever men largely adopted it, and sought to estab- 
lish it for others in volumes ad infinitti/m. What says modem 
Evolutionism ? This too Jesus had foreseen, and the fact here again 
is in evidence, " What the spirit of prophecy is to the glory of His 
name. His testimony to the ages hereafter if they believe not in Him 
— ^too late ! But the means of action as their armoury is described 
with equal terseness and perspicacity. Death is the name of the rider 
— not Life. Death guides, and hell follows this horseman. Their 
views, who follow him and make a god of their own reason, altogether 
vary from the three preceding faiths. They, at least, believed in 
eternal helL Mohammed and Popery retained the fear of an eternal 
doom after death as a means to hold men to their creed in imitation 
of God, who, by love, uses it for the salvation of souls, lest they 
appear to hold it a trifle, how far they gratefully accepted the atone- 
ment for sin to be in Jesus' blood ; about which He cannot trifle in 
the least for His own glory as the giver of His Son, and the heroic 
claims of Jesus the Christ ; others used it to bind to error. The Pale 
horseman loosens it altogether, taking away the fear of hell after 
death, and so teaching, that suicide is sought as a sure freedom from 
all horrors and griefs after death. So the horseman is death himself, 
and their views of hell aid the delusion. All which was foreseen 
before the day of Patmos revelation. Will they notice it now to own 
the testimony of God's Word entire ? 

This was to spread mainly over the fourth part of the earth only. 
So, as of fact, so far, women evangelists may seek to carry it into India 
or China, but it does not shake the old myths at all. They only fall 
into theirs. 

But I must remark here, that no mention is ever made before of a 
fourth part, or continent of the earth. 

He who made all worlds and parts thereof, now mentions it here for 
us, but from a voice of near two thousand years since from Patmos Isle 
then, known of him. Not others then. Now it was of no signifi- 
cance to mankind in the first days of Christianity, Mohammedanism, 
or Roman Catholic apostacy of the Middle Age standard of iniquity, 
and power greatest. The same prescient mind eternal, that gave those 
concise histories of the future, uses it for a due time by His manifest 
Godhead, and the value of this especial prophecy which the Father 
had given Him, to send forth by the beloved Apostle. So the spirit 
of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus again. The religious history 
of the world is in the new things of this part of the sixth chapter of 
Revelation, and in this part new to those of the olden ages. And 
these faiths demand a place before other revelations^ as they belong to 
the most massive forces of historic change from the day of His 
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Ascension who gave it up to the Second Advent. It required to reach 
this nineteenth century to be proved by history all through. But to 
the man of truth, evidence enough existed before, that it would be 
found as he said, like of older prophets, every jot and tittle was sure 
from His lips, whether in the letter or by suitable types, and all read- 
able at last by historic facta easily. 

As to the Pale horse in time and feature, we have the new state 
since my early day, that suicide is constantly occurring in no fear of 
that future hell, sure. Others think nothing of death, but as a way 
of hope to an elysium of love, and' die together, not even opprobrium 
to follow. Even the murderer prefers to hang himself, than await the 
chances of a point of law getting him off by a verdict of manslaughter. 
So much for our modem philosophy of the broad gauge or down-grade 
issues. Young children in a pet have committed it. All violence is 
let loose. The brood of anarchists are the due oflfepring of the 
modem philosopher's views. 



REVELATION, CHAPTER XIII. 

It is desirable now to consider this chapter, as it introduces us into 
a double ground of interest respecting that part of the Church of 
Thyatira's Jezebel development presented in the declaration of Jesus' 
decision, " I will cast her into a bed." This expression, although pre- 
sented before other more terrible details, must, of course in time, 
belong to a more finishing-up of the judgment in regard to Rome's 
further action, and be a consequence, thereof, at last as final without 
escape in respect of power. To be cast into a bed must be a decision 
against the full action of her power, by restraint, than that energy which 
had existed before. She goes on as in the gloom of her night now 
condemned. In prophecy it is often so done, as to, at once, deal with 
any great state of judgment, and introduce the details leading to it 
later. To be cast into a bed is not the place for full liberty of further 
mischief to the same degree as before, but to be left extant. 

Our study of this thirteenth chapter connects the time for this, and 
the agency by which it was to be, and has been attained. This chapter 
takes its office for introducing a new set of events respecting the 
magisterial action of the entire Roman Empire, which was rightly left 
out of the Revelation of Daniel. It is of the Roman Caesar's perse- 
cution of Christianity, and it could be of no use to introduce it before 
events gave a basis for its understanding ; as until Christianity as a 
working faith was introduced into Rome, that Empire had never con- 
sidered its prestage could be improved by persecuting any other faith 
against their borrowed idolatry. In fact Rome Imperial, or Republican, 
had no religion of her own. She had adopted a general conglomera- 
tion of all the old idolatrous myths of Asia and Greece. But she 
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had accepted this so far, that their temples had a priestly ministry 
deeply interested in its maintenance. 

Daniel's prophecy only traced that class of headship of nations 
which Nebuchadnezzar had acceded to him by Jehovah ; but not his 
claim for man in Adam's natural descent to be worshipped ; and that 
wise potentate humbly gave up this claim to God Himself, by the 
result of Divine discipline. So far it was, under the Caesars, not 
made even a claim to interfere with Jehovah's worship, at Jerusalem, 
or others. Pilate did not seek the death of Jesus, who disclaimed any 
intent to subverse the Koman authority ; the Apostle Paul was pro- 
tected by Boman captains ; Agrippa would have liberated him. It 
was of the Apostle's unscriptural pleading to Caesar, on the matter of 
the charge against him for preaching the Gospel, that ultimately led 
to the Apostle's danger in the Mediterranean storm. 

In aimple matters of earthly claims, he was to pay the due homage 
to the man God had allowed to rule ; but in spiritual things Jesus had 
the Headship ; and Paul forgot that you cannot live under two flags 
here. Here, in this chapter, however, we have a great typical wild 
beast, most blasphemous, rising up around that greatest of earth^s 
inland seas, which held on its shores the chief resources of Imperial 
Eome's located power. Decrees from the Capitol of which reached all 
over the Empire, so vast, around it. Daniel had described it as 
exceeding dreadful, " whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass, 
which devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its 
feet," **and of ten horns on its head." Here, in this chapter of 
Revelation, we have the ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, 
and upon his head the names of blasphemy. But included here, are 
seven heads, as of increased intelligent energy, full. 

It was to attain to this force of dominion in worldly grandeur that 
Home Papal aspired; and, of course, was sure to seek to secure her 
usurpation on especially evil grounds against the liberties of other 
churches. As all seven were answerable, directly to Jesus only, but 
not to each other, as his addresses to each of the seven show, so no 
other man could be the Head over all. 

For the purpose of seeking to rule the faith of all, Eome, papal, 
had to claim the right belonging only to Jesus Himself, by another 
flort of blasphemy ; which she did, and which the Pope of Rome and 
his conclave still demand. ^^ Semper Eadem^^ her motto on this 
head also. When Paul first arrived at Rome, he was treated with 
courtesy; but so rapidly had the Gospel worked during his 
absence when liberty was granted him, that just as it is now in 
China, the scholars and priesthood of heathenism persecute in especial 
violence, because of the sure loss of their prestige and emoluments, if 
Christianity liberated the people's minds from their value set on false 
gods and idols. By the time of Nero's day, this fierceness was at its 
full, and bigotry found a man (who could fiddle when his capital was 
suffering from fire) most ready to carry out the behests of the agent of 
darkness, as the master spirit of Satan's wilL The history of Papal 
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Borne, and the unveiled cruelties of its tool, the Spanish Inquisition^ 
when Napoleon's troops exposed the vaults of that body's secrets near 
Madrid, places Eome, papal, on a par with Nero, Caligula, and some 
other of Rome's Imperial potentates. Of the suitability of the title 
Jezebel there can be no question. But we have in this 13th chapter 
one especial point respecting the ten crowned kingdoms with kings 
over them — 1.6., one of them is smitten unto death, ^^as it were.'^ 
This expression evidently means, that the hopelessness of recovery 
would appear so to men, certain, respecting this kingdom. So Italy 
with Rome the old capital at first, sunk into the kingdom of Italy,, 
then merged into the Ethnarchite of Ravenna ; and, at last, died as a. 
crowned independent nation, under a crown Jehovah Jesus does not 
recognise at all (as He condescended to do of the ten national ones) 
that triple-crowned-usurpation of being the agent over men's souls, 
belonging only to the pure Word of His book by the full revelation of 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The fullest, most simple, and 
clearest by Jesus' own teaching was usurped of all its glory. The 
Bible, in its direct sense, immutable. The expression "as it were " i& 
accentuated in its meaning by the certain further expressions of 
politicians, philosophers, and poets of fifty years since and over, wha 
lamented in melancholy bemoanings of despair the divided state 
of the home centre of old Roman power, and patriotic bravery, as in 
respect of Italian unity. God reads men's heart-changes best and 
most graphically. Papal Rome, it was thought, had so degraded that 
people, which has ever been her desire and means to secure her reign 
by, that the Italians would never recover the prestige of even true 
manhood, natural. 

But the printing of the Bible which had enabled fully, other 
nations to discern Rome's deceptions, could not but reach Italy ; and 
so far affect her that the desire for liberty became a reality. Priestly 
deceptions were found out. What is Italy now, but a royal, kingly, 
crowned nationality, holding up her head amongst the leading nations 
of the earth 1 A Divine Scripture fulfilled. But how, when, and by 
whom ; as the subduer of Papal Rome's power in national government 
did this, occur] The Pope of Rome decreed his highest act of 
blasphemy — That, for the future the holding, cts a dogma, the equal 
birth in honour of the Virgin Mary to that of Jesus. How this 
curious and ideal demonstration was not found out before, in the 
eighteen centuries since the blessed Virgin's decease, of course the 
Pope never need to consider, and to tell his dupes. If he says black 
is white, they do, and must believe it or be excommunicated. 

There is not here, like the use, by perverting a Scripture passage 
for the descent of the apostolic from the Apostle Peter, a scrap of 
Scripture to lay hold of for it. But a woman is placed as another 
Immanuel, God with us, a goddess. Thus, the Babylonian old wor- 
ship with that also of Tyre is accepted for a new Astarte, Queen of 
Heaven. Satan's masterpiece so far. Truly the title of other 
Scriptures, " Babylon," is before us with all the scorn of her value for 
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this book of description by Jesus' inditing about her future. The 
scarlet robes of her chief officials, such is her daring, are there as to 
her assumption above what God has written. (See 17th chapter 
throughout.) Almost to an hour and a day^ as this last decree pro- 
ceeded from the Eoman pontifP, Victor Emmanuel marched into 
Bome. The Italian monarchy was risen from its long gloomy tomb 
into life again, and the Pope of Eome shut up with his bedded-in 
bulls and library of decrees, thus condemned, in the Vatican. 

The newly-awakened hate for so long a deception by superstition 
leaves it unsafe, by even Italians of the nationalist principle, to admit 
of the Pope to appear. As far as true Christians are concerned he is 
safe to his liberty and perverted conscience of a worldly thirst, 
personally. What is the name of him who God promised to be the 
liberator of the Italian conscience and nationality? "Victor 
Emmanuel," or the employed conqueror in honour to the word of 
prophecy given by the true Immanuel of God the Father and Eternal 
Spirit. The Word, Incarnate only. The case is clear, and the aid 
of the two prophetic passages to each other is established by facts in 
history. As to the poor frightened and blinded victims of Eomish 
doctrines, the mercy of Jehovah is still over them, thus — " But unto 
you I say, and unto the rest of Thyatira, as many as have not this 
doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they 
speak. I will put upon you none other burden. But that which ye 
have already hold fast till I come." Repent and believe Jesus only. 
So, the Lord does not alter His own mercies. If a man love not the 
Lord Jesus let him be accursed remains, as Paul declared ; but, he 
who does trust for salvation alone to Jesus' blood and intercession 
only has the benefit still of that blood, which cleanseth from all sin. 
Of such we may hope many of those, who through fear submitted to 
her ordinances, have had the benefit, as they really loved Jesus- for 
His sacrifice to make the atonement for sin. He alone the subject of 
their heart's adoration and hope for heaven. It may indeed appear a 
marvel to many, as thousands of Bibles have been burnt by papists 
with the full authority of the Pope, that they kept a copy at all ; but 
Rome on their adopted ground could not do without it. All they 
knew respecting Christ, the blessed Virgin, honoured by God to be 
the mother, Paul, Peter, or ideal saintships, she borrowed therefrom. 

Hence, every Bible they burnt was destroying by fire the borrowed 
resources for their usurpation. So they burnt the record, and name 
of each of these personal roots to their faith, to keep the deluded 
votaries of their superstitious perversion. Each one, then, may say. 
Ye burnt me, with all the ancient records of time, of the great Father 
in His love to Israel, with the rest. 

What is Divine desecration of holy things but this ? Apostacy ! 
He, the living God, whose law, grace, institutes, and bases, for the 
pardon for sin, was thus treated after borrowing all that is sacred, for 
an apostate perversion, sought for to be ^burned alive. But life 
Divine was in the living Word. In fact it delivered itself. He who 
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knew the value for the full record of His grace, at a right time, had 
it brought out of the monastic grave ; and by a man of honour and 
honesty, with faith in that God he had now truly found, to bid 
defiance to all the certain consequences of the apostate purloining 
thief of the past, and got the detected wickedness brought out into 
Ught (John iii. 20, 21). 

But people of an untruthful and superstitious cast exist every- 
where ; and, so, the Pope may be deluded to believe his Church is 
eternal by accessions under the same old influences; — as his, and 
their delusions go on until the great day of Divine reckoning at the 
coming of Jesus the Judge. J^or is it impossible that the Divine 
forbearance may bring true profit to Christ by time, inasmuch that 
converts to the liberation of truth as it is in Jesus may appear, like 
as there has been in time past of even a few priests and others. The 
" casting into " a bed evidently belongs to a fulfilment in this nine- 
teenth century, and therefore for the glory of the early revealer 
should be well known. Victor Emmanuel and his heirs remaining 
Romanist, papistically, does not alter this point, but rather brings it 
out the more sharply as of God's grace alone brought about.* 

* That I have not stated more than is true in saying that the newly invented 
leading faiths provided for mankind have belonged to the Apostle Paul's general 
principle, for those not accepting that of the white horseman, Jesus, that evil 
would go worse and worse, — so it is here that Popery is worse than Moham- 
medanism in God's sight. Mohammed was straightforward, without such a 
degree of hypocrisy as the Popes of Rome reigned by : and the latter, besides 
being more cruel, had no such crushing influence over the intellect, — although 
one Sultan held the Koran enough for books. They had history more correctly 
and poetry, but certainly amid the competition for superiority, not the degree 
of hypocrisy — the worst of sins. Thus that ffce&t theologian and illustrious 
American scholar, Timothy D wight, S.T.D., LL.D., once President of Yale 
College, U.S.A., on "Worldly Ambition,'* writes thus : — 

" The bishops of Kome, also, have arrogated to themselves the peculiar titles 
of Jehovah Dominus, Deus Noster, Papa {see note), and have accordingly granted 
absolution of sin, and passports to heaven. Nay, they have abrogated the 
commands of God, substituted for them contrary precepts, ascended the throne 
of the Redeemer, assumed the absolute government of the Church, permitted and 
interdicted its worship at their pleasure, claimed the world as their property, and 
declared all mankind to be their vassals. Beyond all this, they have given, 
openly and publicly, indulgence, or permission to sin" (Sermon 182nd, On 
Ambition — motto, "Mind fcot high things" (Rom. xii. Id), page 686). 

This was written before the daring assumption to make of the Virgin Mother, 
whose progenitorship is traced direct to Adam only, but not coequal with the man 
"Immanuel, Grod with us," alone by paternity in Fatherhood by the Holy 
Ghost. 
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SAEDIS. 

By this typal era we start again fair, Popery being doubly exhibited 
and turned out. I need say but little respecting the charge to Sardis, 
except that the historical facts show its features, as to fulfilment, 
were distinct just after the Middle Ages. 

The statement of Christ respecting "the things that remain,** 
declares that all the words of God had not become so lost sight of, 
but that after the separation from Komanism, which the Church in 
the previous age had been charged with allowing, there were a few 
faithful to the old truths of Christ and the Apostolic testimony 
remaining. But this involves the purpose to be, that such only 
could be sanctioned with successors of an improved class. 

Protestantism, against the teaching of the Jezebel spirit, is, there- 
fore, here practically begun, and accepted of Christ. But the order 
of it was low. The works were as a result inferior, and the truths in 
Christ but just evident in her. Truths of Divine import that were 
ready to die by Popery must be struggled for. We know, histori- 
cally, how slowly the old Apostolic order in the communion of saints 
became revived, against the degrading impressions of the Papacy. It 
was to be a struggle to overcome the deadly evils remaining, and it 
was so. The actual state of the revival which occurred, — after the 
distinct separation of Protestants and Romanists, is described here a& 
graphically and concisely as usual, and yet so fully as to be plainly 
understood by history. 

The love, in the promises to those who were faithful, is given, a& 
in each of the seven cases, by selection and reward. The struggle 
was also between reformer and reformer as to the absolute attention 
to the verbal Word of God entire, and its examples. Nothing new 
is admitted. Jesus never accepted traditions, which did not derive 
their claim to attention, as they had been " received and heard " from 
Him. If received, they must be as from Himself first, and the 
Apostles afterward by the Holy Ghost. Paul could only say, 
"Follow me as I follow Christ." The terrible struggles of the 
Waldenses, the Scotch Covenanters, and the English and other 
martyrs, is dealt with as a thing, by the facts of acceptance in the 
earlier ages to be no more than Christ expected. The persecutions 
of the heathen by the spring out of Christianity with those of Nero's 
age had been gallantly met by good soldiers of the ages past. Jesus 
who alone to the whole Church of God, at the hands of persecutors 
%ill allow of no shirking tribulation in human natural fears. It is 
the path given to win His praise to show forth the power of faith in 
love to Him, and to find the place in heavenly glory. In that age the 
struggle was by those hot for truth. We shall see more of this plan 
and spirit in the Lord in the ages following, and the changing in 
results. 

The blood of the saints has been proverbially held to be the seed 
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of the Church, by both awakening the natural sympathies of ob- 
servers, and so proving the Divine sustaining power of the love of 
Jesus in the hearts of believers for their acceptance and sufferings. 
Even to any honourable existence of natural feeling, not utterly lost 
by spiritual delusion, true heroism awakens sympathy, and inquiry 
respecting the power for it often follows. The ancient idolaters held 
the heroic spirit highly, and hence the rapid spread of the Gospel is 
accounted for, to the honour of martyrs. Also the spirit of persecu- 
tion drives the sufferers more closely to the study of their chief 
resource for consolation — the Bible. Hence, the age of the Cove- 
nanters in Scotland led to a better acquaintance with the whole will of 
God in doctrine and practice, and thus prepared men for a more 
thoughtful attention of instructions not yet restored to accepted 
obedience. In these it laid the foundation of progress. 

Hence, this age accounts for the blessed advantages apparent in the 
next by what they suffered. It led also to a more prayerful state, 
with a higher patience in hope as to the future end thereof in the 
Second Advent with the resurrection of the Church, as Jesus and 
Paul taught, on the sound of the last trump (Matt. xxiv. 31 ; 1 Cor. 
XV. 52). Such saints would be but few as to testimony. The 
masses of Popery are outside. 



PHILADELPHIA. 

This era is easily traced into the nineteenth century, while the 
historical features of that preceding, both in regard to prophecy 
about it and its fulfilment, brings before us, as we have presented 
the operation by persecution, the excellent results for a more perfect 
study of the Word of God so awakened to get the patience and 
solaces of God. It is one, it is true, of only a little strength. The first 
great point with Jesus was and is, the carrying the Word of God's great 
mercy in His dear Son for the pardon of all sin to all creatures. 

Thus the Apostle Peter's office to open on the Day of Pentecost 
the Gospel as the key to the future blessing of mankind is here para- 
phrased to the demand of Jesus for the use of their little strength, 
and His overruling providence in opening the door for its exposition 
widely, with the promise, also, that it should not be shut again, although 
its features of grace and truth would be the same as ever as to the world 
around. The cause for this especial favour is, that besides the little 
strength, the Church has kept " His Word," and not denied His 7iam% 

Now this is what Christians of all ages would be ready enough to 
say of themselves. Hence to claim that this certainly could not be 
a peculiarity to the age of Philadelphia as the sixth in time. Even 
Popery would maintain they held the name of Christ, and derived 
their perverted system for priestcraft to prosper by, from the Bible 
for Peter's ideal power. But here it is introduced as of especial 
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honour, and connected in one sentence with the new attainment of 
a little strength, and the new facility of the open door for the liberty 
of evangelising. Distinctive facts respecting the Church's state and 
the Lord's dealing is clearly in the case, and its purpose and meaning 
cannot rightly be merged to be passed over as a prophecy of equally 
peculiar facts. The key to it all is found in the nineteenth century 
of its fulfilment in a peculiarity from the states prior. 

The view of the strength as " little '' is of a comparative aspect. 
Do we not well know that during not only the Middle Age nothing 
scarcely was done for carrying the Gospel world wide, and the imme- 
diate times successive became a home fight with error. Whatever the 
power attained was, to suffer as martyrs for Jesus* sake in that effort of 
patience and love, preaching to the heathen was lost sight of, and 
except in a very few cases, indeed, the world was left to its own old 
heathendom. 

But was it so in the grand burst of strength by which the Gospel 
spread so wonderfully amidst the persecutions of Jews and Gentiles of 
the earlier day. The comparative value of suffering in mercy to souls 
lost and in utter darkness was ever in high force in the sensitive 
lieart for them, and an acute vision of that Lord who suffered on the 
Cross for mercy to man. It was to the honour or dishonour of the 
Church, receiving peace in Jesus before God, to be the instrument for 
the extension of it by the Gospel. It was of the covenant to be 
a result of faith in God's Word. Election to salvation to either Jew 
or Gentile was confined to the result of preaching the Gospel (Rom. 
X. 14, 15, 16, 17). 

But for centuries after the separation of the Papists from the 
true Church scarcely anything had been done in this respect. If 
there were a few cases known only to the Master, they were too 
scarce to form more than an antithesis to His claim for a full remem- 
brance, ** Go , into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature." Mercy to lost souls had been hot, but not for a long time. 
But also in regard to the "iTame" so especially mentioned here as not 
denied. In what sense did the Apostle Paul look at the names of 
any other person being intruded for the Church to gather around 
except that of Jesus only (1 Cor. iii.). Division in aspect and reality 
necessarily following, so that to the views of observers the Churches 
had to intrude another, instead of one only for the saving power, 
instead of " There is none other name under heayen whereby salva- 
tion could come except that of Jesus', and then only by the Holy 
Ghost as interpreter." This error of new names by honoured men 
goes for nothing largely now, and in the beginning of this century 
had no protest against it of those meeting avowedly in contrast by 
that name of all honour only. The other leading name of old became 
the agent of grace and interpreter. Are not His institutes the rule 
absolute for the entire sect. We will follow on by these marks, with 
the other points mentioned, the age Philadelphian. 

But we have another point introductory as the feature, especially the 
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cause of it. " Thou hast kept my word." The Church ought to seek 
to be one. Mohammedanism or Popery ought to have no apparent 
ground of unity to a system and name, while the Church is not so 
seen, however free in spirit, that all bom again are fully so for peace 
by the binding unity of the Holy Ghost within them. • 

The Apostle Paul's objection to the Corinthian acceptance of other 
names for distinctive titles between sects was certainly grounded on 
the only way for the possible full prayer, " Neither do I pray for these 
alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word, 
that they all may be one, as thou Father art in Me, and I in Thee, 
that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that Thou 
hast sent Me." This prayer of Jesus shows He could not be satisfied 
with what God saw of it, but that it should have its telling power on 
the world for the Gospel's success thereby also. 

In many respects we see some associated desire for this now, and 
the very idea of Christian exclusivism on any ground, discipline or 
views, to shut out each other is at once shown to be sectarian in dis- 
obedience, whether a new name is actually adopted or not. It has 
not Jesus' rule. 

The old "error of the national claim to be Christian, by borrowings 
from Judaic law, is therefore again brought in, for it would be impos- 
sible if all the unconverted masses of the descent, natural and lost in 
sin, by Adam, polished ofiF by priestly sacerdotal offices in a full like- 
ness, could ever hope to see the prayer of Christ worth any practical 
thing, as even the millennial reign of Jesus has masses of the unregene- 
rate rebelling at the end, when Satan is let loose to prove them. 
Then follows the especial temporal reward in respect to an hour of 
trial yet to appear, and the being of such, as obey to this attainment, 
being a pillar in the House of God, &c., &c. To meet the advantage 
of having the true Church to show love and unity amongst themselves, 
we have now the invention of a broad large unity of all heretics, if 
only calling themselves Christian. Satan's new device. 

But in regard to the manner in time for this better practical state 
of the Church as of this century, I have yet to show the historical 
means used by the Holy Ghost to bring it in. No age has been as to 
its general character more rampant with Popery, and its nearest 
Protestant feature, National Episcopalism, than the present century, 
as well as of sectarian utter indifference to new names for leaders, and 
acceptance of authorities for the interpretations on theology, doctrine, 
and practice, although amongst the sects, as soon as the door for free- 
dom was seen to preach the Gospel, each has been pressing in their 
better ideal decree to occupy the path, but with the Gospel to propa- 
gate all their names, manners, and customs therewith is the excuse. 

In following out this, we shall be pursuing the path and agency 
which could only appear for any good things in the way of improv- 
ment, which the Holy Ghost must ever be the first agent for, to the 
grace and glory of God, and incontrovertibly preach the Gospel to every 
creature of ye who know its mercy and peace within, but do not carry 
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your own unscriptural errors of division with you. Not a sect in 
principle, as such, but glories in this error to establish their systems 
in other nations. The door has been entirely opened as compared 
with the first ages for the Gospel, by Jesus in His circumstantial rule 
over the world's ways, inasmuch as the demand of men, even their 
fleshly wisdom and pride claim even their liberty to think for themselves ; 
and so, while refusing to submit their beliefs to the Word of God, yet 
they demand it in the most powerful, and by natural forces, of the greatest 
communities of national progress for their people in all countries. 

Hence, this movement of the conquering English, German, and 
Prench, with the Northern States of America, will not brook the 
opposing barbarians doing injury to their subjects on any grounds. 
This was clearly seen by Jesus, and presented by the Patmos prisoner 
as near to this century. 

The gift of the natural conscience to Adam and his seed existed 
from the first. So men now claim it to be a human right under the 
Pale horse system, no matter what it may lead to, by refusing that 
which can alone make the conscience intelligent and free, by owning 
sin now born in the generations of the flesh from Adam, and so, need- 
ing to meet God's holiness in judgment by His gift for the atonement 
thereof. I have shown that external evidence to unite is a requisite 
result of a true faith, to carry conviction to the world at the preaching 
of it. 

In Ireland the reproach of the want of it was felt by Protestants 
severely, and this made it a taunt by the Romanists, whose unity 
however is on the same rule with Mohammedans and other heathens. 
In these cases it is sustained, not by faith in the Word of God, but 
the fear of the tortures and penalties imposed by the tyrannical priest- 
hood of new traditions. StiU, although among all the Protestant 
sects, they had in their faith, by the acceptance of the Bible for their 
new birth, and united hope in the Holy Spirit's gift of the new 
creature, an assured unity, the exercise about the public aspect of it 
amongst some, lead at first to the simple suggestion, would it not be a 
nice thing if all Protestants came together to meet the Lord at His 
table as one family ? * 

The thought grew by a mutual conference of Protestants, so the 
arrangement was made to carry it out, as all the distinctive leaders of 
sects saw the probable value against the class of papistical unity in 
boastings of one pope. These things occurred about sixty or seventy 
years since, so it belonged to our century. 

The Episcopalian ministers, with those called Nonconformists, had 
of course to drop their ideals of supremacy,! and feeling the importance 

* The full account of this movement will be found in the life of that godly 
missionary, Antony Norris Groves ; who gave up a splendid practice as a dentist, 
to teach Christianity in Persia, about A.D. 1829. His life should be read by alL 

+ This would scarcely have had a chance of success by the pride of Episcopacy 
in England. It needed the Irish pressure to make the proposed remedy to work. 
So Grod uses even opposing means to the reader of His pure Word. 
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of the point in hand, united together around the Sacramental Table 
of the Lord. 

As no presidential claim was to interfere with the peace and happi- 
ness of this unification, they as a matter of course met simply in the 
name of Jesus, as united in new birth by the Holy Ghost through 
Him. Also, as their verbal testimony for addresses could allow no 
preference except by a common liberty to maintain order, they had to 
await the judgment under the Holy Ghost as felt in respect for each 
other gift. To what extent they were conscious of it or not, as a 
matter of fact, the pressure of their position in a Komanist community 
brought about this act of obedience to the principle for all Christian 
meetings in accordance to the Apostle's teaching to the Corinthians, 
and the actual practices of all the Churches of the Apostolic age, 
which appears, to the eye of Jesus to have existed to the time of the 
followers of Nicholas. I have no impression from all T have read 
about the movement, that they had any definite purpose, or idea of 
what in its results the Holy Ghost of God had led them into. It was 
all of Him (1 Cor. xiv.). But the blessing and happiness of soul 
for refreshing was so great that there were those who determined to 
continue such meetings, and gradually by the Scripture, now so fully 
open from sectarian bonds, at last their eyes were open to the fact 
that after ages of ignorance as to the right way for communion, they 
found that all the Scripture was open to them to learn and correct 
their views on doctrine, as well as order so as fuUy to obey its man- 
dates. 

But, while the conscience of some as to this new enlightenment, the 
providence of Jesus had led them into, made them decided to 
continue it, others found they must give up all invidious advantages 
of the old Romanist errors they had been drawn into, and accept the 
position of evangelists and teachers as the Holy Ghost alone 
gave the call by real gift, together with easy cushioned supplies for 
being the minister of a sect, and trust, as the Apostles had to, oii 
the supplies He provided them through His power over the conscience 
of those having temporal means. So out of this recalcitrant state of 
a part the old sectarian orders sprung, but a new section of the 
Church in reformation more advanced got existence. A section of the 
Church only, as the value of the Blood of Jesus was the same over 
all sin to all in the Faith as before, but a section was called out to 
meet in the ** Name " of Jesus only, and to hold the value of all the 
" Word " constantly, and only, as directly presented by the Bible, 
God's Book, looking only to the Holy Ghost as the sufficient and 
efficient teacher thereof, as well as commissariat dispenser of 
supplies, temporal. All commentators however great, pious and 
sincere, to be subject to examination for the confirmation of their 
teaching by being brought to the holy writings for approval 1 All 
systems of Church order the same. 

It is not possible for me to follow the results very far, either as to 
Ireland or England, except that I can mention that in Bristol these 
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facts when heard of exercised the minds of two very powerful 
preachers of a Baptist Chapel with some of their friends.* Other^ 
even earlier cases, may have existed unknown to me. Those met, 
and came to the determination, practically, to allow God to rule 
through His Word. But the Chapel they held was under the usual 
bonds to their old system, that of the Baptists as the preachers had 
been considered. It was now determined after much prayer and 
consideration to give up the chapel, notwithstanding they had a great 
acceptance with a church meeting with them, and a large public 
acceptance in the Gospel. It was, however, determined to trust the 
Lord fully and for a meeting-place, and a wealthy German merchant 
undertook to be answerable for the rent of a new place, which had 
been built for another's preaching, — a wealthy man, but it was now 
not in use and to let, rent £100. 

In this, meetings on those Scriptural principles are still held with 
other plaijes in that town, and similar ones opened in other parts of 
England for uniting at the Lord's Table on the Lord's Day, and are 
now spread over Spain, Italy, Germany, China, and even Africa 
through true evangelists, while fully accepting to fellowship any 
truly converted persons of those abiding in their sectarian chapels. 
These are facts well known. 

The liberty of the spirit thus gained, produced an addition of 
evangelists from all spiritual quarters. Men of talent, before shut up 
by ideal rules of Episcopalian claims, sacerdotal of the old popish 
impressions, left on the Protestant minds, got free, and provided many 
excellent evangelists and teachers. Men of the nobility entered the 
field glad to find a path of such excellent use and blessing to their 
souls, while the effect of the movement shook up the half asleep 
energies of all classes in sect or opinion. The Gospel was preached 
in the open air by men of the nobility and the poor, as they had the 
gift, and wealth was poured forth like a river to the use of philan- 
thropists ; whether of those holding these views, or out of jealousy 
and example, from all the Protestant sects it has continued. 

Eespecting failure coming in, I have with the Book of Revelation 
to await the New Era thereof. This move led to the existence of a 
new section of the Church springing up, but not of a sectarian character, 
wherever the original teaching and practice be retained. But of Truth. 

In what I have so far said of this revival of the Christian Church, 
I have mentioned no names or particular places or persons, except as 
absolutely needed to prove the fact of the direct power of Jesus' word; 
and the Holy Ghost's honour, by the impressions He made thereby ; 
as the one sent of the Father to take of the things of Jesus and show 
them to His people ; these impressions themselves, being by the fact 
promised, that He should be both **with us," as over all without, 
and "in us" for the working power for all changes that are good. 

That the charge to the Church of Philadelphia is one of distinct 
features in time, having no other age to represent it, is perfectly clear 

* Messrs. G. M tiller and Craik preached there. 
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Ly it ; and that the effect of it as a fulfilled prophecy to the glory of 
Jesus on events to the obedient watcher of them, is seen by those of 
this century, no honest man has the least ground to doubt. To God 
be aU the glory. That some men have been made pillars of the 
revival is certain. The promise so graciously made that Gkd would 
give an especial time of freedom from persecution, has certainly 
been realised as an interregnum between this and the last age of the 
Church ; where the features of the Churches' state is very bitter to 
his heart so loyal. In this century it is that papal Rome has lost its 
power to persecute, by civil law ruled by her ecclesiastically, those 
who read the Bible. Tuscany is not under her power for this 
or any other Italian or even Spanish states, is proved, although 
in the latter especially, the benighted priesthood do now all they 
can to overrule law, to persecute Protestant converts. Rome's princi- 
ples inculcative showing her teeth as before, for the will if not 
allowed the deed, and poor benighted Ireland gives out the same 
spirit for assassination as ever, when opportunity is found. 

We would pray. Lord increase the time of rest ; but Jesus knows 
the times and hearts of man, and we must submit to read the next 
era by His statements. 
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This place represented the highest degree of sensual attainment by 
wealth and luxury in Asia Minor, seductive. She is chosen by the 
Lord as the type of the last age of the pentecostal Church by descent 
in time ; and which no doubt we are now in. It is painful after 
witnessing to the Lord's acceptance of the Church's state by the 
Philadelphian report, to have to look at the results for this new exact 
likeness, the more as it ushers into the time of the Second Advent to 
meet Jesus face to face. But in all ages any excellent reformation, by 
the Holy Spirit of grace in that body, has been but of short duration. 
The long experience attained ought to have secured, rather, results 
relative in grace, higher. The restoration of the intellectual powers 
for some centuries by the deliverance of them from the debasing 
forces of Popery, has however, worked in the world so largely to 
increase the resources of national wealth, with ease and luxury in 
comfort, that these seductions, so anti-Christian to the path of the 
Cross, are such that they have filled the inward shrine of the hearts 
of many of those accepting salvation by that precious blood that they 
have fallen into this snare of Baalam, in a sad measure, sickening to 
Jesus. Thus, while a degree of revival in evangelising has been seen 
through the greater degree of safety, for which the Lord has provided 
by the overruling order of His providence, yet a vast number of men 
of wealth and talent, who are able to give addresses on politics, 
literature, and science, find these for their excuse in devotion as for 
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human benefit, while but a small space of the world is reached by the 
Gospel ; so we can but the more highly commend those of the more 
faithful classes, who seek far and wide that arena ; yet, we see enough 
in this age as compared with the zeal of the former one, to be well 
aware, that Jesus is right as to the general state of this wealth, ease, 
comfort, and luxury-seeking time. Much more, as compared with 
that of the power to carry the Cross, when first love existed, and 
Apostolic truth was sustained in a higher degree by their example 
like Christ's. 

It is evident that a great change must have taken place in the 
Hving Church from that so pleasing to him of the Philadelphian age, 
to this following, leading to his expression of disgust at its fallen 
condition Laodicean, so soon. It is He, is the controversialist here, 
we have but to find out the cause for confession, prayer, and awaken- 
ing for power. His full truth to the statements respecting the value 
of his bloody to those once accepting it for eternal life, is manifested 
here. As I have before remarked, that be the failure what it may, 
he only addresses truly-saved ones in these seven charges, for on other 
terms, no man is without sin and reproach by him as lost utterly. 

The leading feature of the previous age was the opening of the 
doors for the preaching of the Gospel, as that must ever form, during 
time, the chief solicitude of him Avho died to save sinners. All 
attainment in gift is to that end. 

But the world in the flesh has ever been absolutely antagonistic to 
it ; and so a persecuting body (which the Lord Himself met unto 
death, and the Apostles and true ones of the earlier ages followed 
Him in), will show itself somewhere. 

Here, then, we get a key to what must be the changed state of the 
Disciples of Jesus to give Him such pain chiefly, that as to the general 
condition of His people they are often found (like the early Apostles 
before the Pentecostal gift for power to face the trials) turning back to 
seek their ease in Nature's natural business of money-getting's safeties, 
and storing, rather than accepting any conditions, or future prospects 
God may please to put before them even now. Nothing tends to this 
more than the times being propitious for getting on in the world. To 
people of some degree of an instructed conscience, to find excuses for 
not going into the world to preach the Gospel, the higher claims of offices 
required for human order, and philanthropical remembrances of the 
need of the poor at home, and the richer advantages of the family circle, 
answers for an excuse. These then become the fruits of the earth of 
Cain, valuable only for earthly ends, not salvation. " Scant measure 
that is abominable" — more measures of leanness (Micah vi. 10). 
Has the Holy Ghost been sent for these modes of the law, but rather 
to enable the Church to meet trial more severe 1 It is not enough for 
Jesus' satisfaction that some additional effort is made by the stirring up 
of a few parties to go out to the heathen to meet His claims, or that 
we can enumerate some brilliant evidences of faith and love for the 
salvation of the heathen ; while we hear of the vast fields He has 
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opened, and yet African chiefs have said to the few missionaries at 
work amongst them, we shall be glad to see a missionary amongst us ; 
or a heathen ; taunting an Englishman, that if the matter is so import- 
ant, why then don't they come out to preach to us in numbers to 
occupy every willing field. Hence, as it is, they cannot believe it can 
be important at all ; and yet the field is in no mentionable proportion 
occupied. 

Then comes this important question : What are the particular 
causes for this recession from the acceptable state in the Philadelphian 
period; and more especially that part which has been historically 
traced to have been the divinely used agents for the great awakening 
to the value in the ** Name and Word " of Jehovah 1 Also, what are 
the facts of the case ; not only of a particular scene, but of the past 
professors, in delight, at the recovery of the Bible wheresoever it has 
been so valued on doctrines of grace. Luther was a German, and in 
that vast region the first triumphant focus for the true way of salva- 
tion was at one time in pre-eminence by Luther's labours.* 

The charges of Jesus are of a world-wide claim to professors, 
although, in all cases, He has to find for any new step of progress the 
impressions of the Holy Ghost by a few, or even one for a revival to 
start with, as in Luther's case. 

All parts of the professing Churches are responsible to carry on the 
work, but each the more according to their previous privileges in the 
past, by the movements of the Holy Ghost. If unasked, or Scripturally 
instructed by the Word of Him who came to set up a New Body, His 
Church, on essentially spiritual grounds for which Jesus' commission ' 
was alone authorised, yet if a State makes such a profession of the 
Christian faith voluntary, they must be responsible for its maintenance. 

That such receive the promised advantages to the people of Israel 
on so doing cannot be questioned, as the fruits seen have been so. 
All nations are expected to own one God for their laws by His Word. 
Prussia the leading nationality, German, of this class adopted Luther's 
Scriptural principles in theory at least. 

Now, the descent of the Caesarean Empireship was held for a long 
time either in Austria or Spain, both being attached to the denounced 
of God and saints, the Pope of Rome, To her cruelties they were 
slaves. France the same during the Louises, and the head in Empires 
by Napoleon. But we have seen in our day this in transitu complete ; 
and the European headship has actually been politically admitted to 
have become that of Protestant Prussia. Russia by her attachment 
to a separated order of papistical principle and worship, by the results 
of the Crimean war ; as, also, by the fact she never belonged to the 
changes over Nebuchadnezzar's authority to hold a share in it, never 
had it, or can although she seeks it. 

Our first question, then, looking at ** His eyes who had the seven 

* I have no intention to undervalue the testimony of Hubs or other protestors 
against Home's teaching ; but of course, here, I have to look to that producing 
marked results in histoiy for actual changes in condition prophetical. 
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stars at command," may well be : What is the actual state of this new 
condition of this professing nationality now 1 By Prussia's conquests 
of a worldly class, it might be expected that her Lutheran principles 
have become more warm. Certainly it has not been so. A single 
church or two has been lately built for a peculiar commemoration, but a 
recent true follower from Berlin stated, that not half the number of 
men have been provided for the need in the degree of the inhabitants to 
hear the Word. But as to spirituality, what is it 1 Prussia has had 
a mass of Eomanist States added to form the political object of united 
Germany, and Berlin is swamped by them.* The Lord's days are 
spent by most of the people in their public gardens in quaffing beer 
and smoking tobacco. 

It may be said, are there no true practical followers of Jesus there. 
Undoubtedly there are ; but while the mass of even professed Pro- 
testants are there ritualists, what is done for the evangelisation of the 
heathen world to give the appearance of real warmth. Alas, lukewarm 
can only be said of all national profession by its best rate. 

So far, we see we cannot, on the demand to recognise fully the 
change in the dispensation Jesus brought about, place nations as 
having no additional responsibility by their professions. Why? 
Simply because God demands of all responsible realisations the due 
attention ; and He held all the nations around Judea, when under the 
law, to admit the value of the sacrifice of the lambs, &c., they having 
an outer court especially allowed for them, if true to their faith. 

Nations are still, as such, responsible to Jehovah, but like as they, 
under the law, could not interfere with the separate offices of Israel, 
so now, the owning of the whole Bible for Jesus' claims belong to 
them, without claiming a right to alter his order. First, a true faith 
for each individual for baptism, and the Lord's Table. But no new 
ritual to be invented to make sects of the nations. If not responsible 
at all, how can they be condemned 1 

England, with all her errors is, also, a witness of the faithfulness of 
Jesus to any sincere, or formal profession for receiving the Bible ; and 
nothing of human opinion, but as proved true by that blessed Book. 
The marked history of her days, since the Bible has become her 
religious authority at Jesus' name only, for an intercessor, sets this 
grand fact before us, exactly as announced by our beloved and gracious 
sovereign. Queen Victoria, to a semi-civilised barbarian prince, who, 
when he asked from her, the cause of, to him, the wonderful pro- 
sperity and peace of England, she only answered him by the produc- 
tion and presentation of the Bible as the sole agent. One wonder of 
the late visitor, the Prince of Afghanistan, is said to have been, that 
no persons wore swords about the streets of London. What in fact 
is the author of all civilisation 1 God's Word. History reveals that, 
not the fancies of the new thinkers neologian. 

* The well-known struggle of Prince Bismarck to get rid of the Jesuits, and 
since that, of the Ultras remaining, is of history. But there the priests are 
still. Plague spots by the very thing in ambition sought for national glory only. 



44 ON PEOPHECIES FULFILLED DURING NINETEENTH CENTUBY. 

Let Great Britain's errors, many, be what they may, yet has she 
been for many years, nnder the Protestant profession of faith, free 
from invasion and civil war. Her battles have been successes when 
attacked by nations of other beliefs, her forces triumphant on sea and 
land, her colonies carrying forth the same profession of faith, although 
perhaps it will be said but few of them true believers ; and her com- 
mercial prosperity immense. The true believers going out to people 
other lands proving to be a salt of the earth to the indigenous races, 
and as far as that influence goes by their own progeny ; and a watch- 
ing check of value in opposition to the more debased parties of her 
sailors, money-seekers and willing slave-holders. Her missionary 
labours, as a nation, low indeed ; yet from her regions, at home, 
the Philadelphian energies, so pleasing to Jesus for the open path for 
conversion, first found a focus of heavenly sunshine to burst into 
flame. But, alas, what is the present state of the Protestant faith in 
England ; popery, atheistic evolutionism, socialism, anarchic, non- 
etemityism of doom to those despising Jesus' atonement, and every 
dark introduction of errors, new and old, which fifty years since or 
even less would have been held up to horror ; while the old errors of 
that time by trust in ritualism, instead of the new creation, is as bad 
as ever in her national churches, or rather worse. Now, the state- 
ment of Christ, as a whole, over this Laodicean age, of millions 
accumulating in gold, is not to be held as of one entire equality of 
lukewarm condition in the true spiritual Church of saved ones, by a 
true trust for pardon of all sin ; who are here, as before of the other 
six churches only directly addressed; for all I have said of Jesus' 
blessing to professing nations, does not affect His dispensational 
recognition of what His own labours were directed to, in bringing out 
a spiritual body from all national standings. All the good He expects 
from the present age of finality, as to eternal joy in life, must come 
from new birth, real, by faith, through the Holy Ghost the giver, by 
the preaching of the Word — i.e., the new creature. In Israel, under 
the law, it was so entirely, no better by one prophet, or of that three 
thousand the prophet knew not of. I find the promise at the end of 
this last age of the Church, to exceed in honour all that proceed to 
the others, for true faithfulness. Also, to be pillars was stated to be 
of the attainment of the last working of the Holy Ghost, Phila- 
delphian, by the same means. We could not suppose this lost at 
once, but that it might be expected to prove its claim to the title, 
which is of a stay against the falling in of a heavy and a weak 
structure, as one subject to violent forces even throughout this 
age. 

The pledge respecting the sitting on His throne involves a con- 
sideration of the difficulties met with in trial, and which in this age 
partakes of that spoken of by the Apostle Paul, that Satan would 
appear as an angel of light, deceptive to sinners, and often to saints 
for practice and hopes in time. Of such are all the theories of what 
ha,S been called the down-grade, men seeking to establish their claim 
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to teach for God, sweeter things than the seriously true and just .ones 
of the Bible ; such as the non-eternity of doom to those, refusing to 
give Jesus the gratitude due to His sufferings as the alone Saviour ; or 
even making Him no better than an impostor in His assumption of true 
deity. Man to judge for God instead of God only a judge for His 
own character, what He needs for its holy support, righteous. Yet 
into these delusions as to the readings of the Bible we fear true 
believers have been seduced by a false view of what is wanted for 
mercy to lead sinners to Christ, or even deter them from sin toward 
each other. Even suicide is let loose. (Death their deity, Eev. vi. 
S.) The promise to sit upon His throne is evidently here linked 
because of the consciousness of modem seductions being worse than 
of any former age. The more so as the world's progress, intellect- 
ually, looks so nice for good under the title, progress in civilisation 
by human natural genius. 

Nor are we without grand evidences of faith by individual labours 
of the mission field, only of too few in number and high character to 
preserve any general evidence of warm zeal for souls. If I can quote 
from one of the most active and Catholic agencies for missionary work 
over a wide-spread field, thus : — " It is stated that it would be pos- 
sible for one to walk continuously for five months in certain portions 
of the Dark Continent without meeting, among 60,000,000 of the 
people, one worker for Christ, or one who knew the way of salva- 
tion," no other evidence is needed to see the justice of the Lord Jesus' 
declaration of being sick of His people's state of soul about it. But 
what is the state of other facts 1 The title Dark Continent belongs to 
South America as much as Africa, notwithstanding all the papacy 
does there, and the Brazils are in the same state ; so that a naturalist 
moving about on her rivers states that it is a common saying of a bad 
man, he is as bad as a priest ; and the awful darkness the Indians are 
kept in is but making darkness visible, while provinces exist that no 
white man ever visited ; the trading being kept up by the riverine 
natives only. 

If we of late have gladly to hear that a missionary or two has 
started for a South American region, is that to be expected to satisfy 
the zeal of the great Cross-bearer for His followers ? All honour to those 
making a beginning. May the Lord bless them and it. Yet if you 
ask almost any sectarian of the true Churches in England, they 
tell you. Oh, it is grand, and all the world is soon to be converted. 
Amongst the gatherings of Christians boasting of their attention to 
meet only in the house of Jesus, and on Lord's days at His table, 
missionary work by one large section is not heard of ; but all zeal is 
eaten up with teaching each other the doctrinal points of the believers' 
security, eternal election in God and the standing in Christ within 
the veil ; but when you ask what is done, beside this important work^ 
either by funds raised in aid, or missionaries going forth to the work, 
no due response arises, except, perhaps. Oh, we remember them in 
prayer. Yet are many of the rich and increasing their goods members 
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there. Or an excuse, Oh, we meet our own expenses and do not beg 
of the world. 

Even where there is a profession of a call to the missionary labours 
in heathen lands, accepted only to get out of temporal lines inferior to 
class, often they get out of it as fast as they can for home comforts; hav- 
ing no love to their converts abroad to draw them to remain, so lukewarm- 
ness is visible enough. They make no second start. But let us look to 
the most cheerful aspect of things we have had as we know of them. 

No one can doubt the true call and love for the heathen toward their 
salvation, of Henry Martyn, Livingstone, MofGat, who only died in Eng- 
land by being too old for longer mission work ; Paton, the missionary 
amongst cannibals, who, by prayer, in hope of its means to the con- 
version of his sceptical audience, dug and got for the natives a well of 
good water, the only one ever found in the island, amidst the jeers 
and contempt of the chief and his people, who thought him mad to 
seek for one, but which immediately led to the avowed entire change 
of mind respecting the teaching about Jesus — by the chief and his 
people ; — of another who, in trust of God's promise, faced a raging 
lion to save, and did save, a black boy ; — of those who have faced all 
the rigours of a Manitoba winter until one died in a blizzard, and 
another was but just saved from being frozen to death.* How many 
such truly inspired ones with the heroic spirit of their Master there 
may be, of whom I know nothing ; but of whom we may be sure 
Jesus brings no charge of lukewarmness, we are sure Jesus takes 
delight in them, they carry the triumphs of the spirit of grace with 
them, but their successes and sufferings do not excuse the general 
lukewarmness of those who employ their time in cosy meetings to 
repeat over and over again the great blessings of doctrine in the 
security of saints, all well knew before, or Church's hope in the 
Lord's return to take them out of pilgrimage trials so deep, by the 
mass of earthly comforts they are surrounded with, and which day and 
night they study to increase, then first raise false fears of the Church 
being called to be in Jerusalem at a future greatest of all tribulation 
there, — which is plainly on the record of Christ's words, not His 
purpose, 6is He graciously tells His apostles, — the querists for the 
Church respecting the end of this dispensation by His Second Advent, 
to leave Jerusalem ; exactly as He had as graciously done for those of 
His Church who were to be and afterward were alive and present on 
earth, when Titus, by circumvallations around the city, shut in to the 
starvation point the Jews, on whose account, as in judgment for their 
unbelief, the danger was ordered of God on both occasions. 

Those living of the disciples of that day were no doubt glad to 
accept of this boon for liberty from preaching the Gospel in such a 
hopeless field. But, alas ! alas ! What is the modern acceptance of 
many a whole party in the error? What the modem gratitude in 
acceptance for it now 1 How many have turned their backs on Jesus' 
liberty to leave even before the time comes, and get up a system of 

* See " Indian Wigwams and Northern Camp-firee," by Egerton R. Young. 
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false prophecy professedly to deliver believers from a false fear where 
it never need exist at all. 

How many have even got their temporal means by so professing to 
know a sweeter thing that Christ speaks of future. As it regards the 
prophecies, I suppose not one of them would deny the words of Jesus, 
"That every jot and tittle of the old prophets will be fulfilled." 
Now, the one I first spoke of, the onslaught of the Gog and Magog 
nations with Persia, Ethiopia, and Lybia, to get possession of Jerusa- 
lem as allies, has certainly not yet been fulfilled ; so it is to ignore the 
teaching of the Saviour to say we dfen expect His Advent before it ; 
yet, do they most strenuously teach we may expect Christ any day, 
to-morrow, or the next. 

Can it be supposed that such interpreters of God's Word are likely 
to be inclined for the trials of the true mission field and its results to 
the heathen ; or are they not the most determined supporters of the 
Laodicean spirit, making Jesus more sick of them than any others, 
less taught in parts of " The Word." 

To go further into the details, that numbers have concocted on this 
base, first provided by a rash Irish clergyman, but who had thrown 
up his gown, and who restored the very first error of believers in the 
honour to Jesus' order for baptism (Faith first) so that his party 
returned to infant sprinkling, and to so extend this work would 
be needless. If men would be so misled, and get into parties, 
divisional by many heresies proved, they become a sect in these 
errors, bound in the old bondage of falsehood together; but while 
this has been the sad fact from amongst those I have traced the 
practical start to the name and word of Jesus ; yet it has not carried 
all. The promise of pillars has in honour, also, to Jesus prophetic 
truth been found ; and amongst them we have the wide exposition of 
Gospel effort, both by means provided of those looking after the stuff, 
and those going out trusting — without any pledged salary — to Jesus 
looking after their need by the Holy Spirit's power, as His appointed 
true and unfailing commissary, both for at home and abroad; and 
from such resource in the fertile vineyards of Italy, the hot regions of 
Spain, China in its pride of being the " Flowery-land " over all. The 
dark regions of Africa, as well as Great Britain's home missions have 
been supplied — and foreign ones planted on the true Philadelphian 
spirit to the "Name and Word" of Jesus — while the fellowship of love 
has been kept to receive those who are undoubtedly the born again, and 
were weary of their past bondage, and they came from those refusing the 
same right and courtesy ; so long as with the same faith in the blood 
that cleanseth from all sin, and Scripturally they ordered themselves, 
even if the errors I have pointed at here might, in their weakness as 
babes, have been planted in them (Rom. xiv. 1). Full fellowship to 
the Word is the only means to remove error and increase success in 
communion, whether they came from an old sectarian seat or a 
new one. Those conscious their views will not bear examina- 
tion by the Word of God, are only those who close the door to 
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investigation in freedom. In that case they are a sect in spirit and 
order. 

The great deficiency has been in not seeking first the Lord's glory 
instead of hunting for interpretations of the Word pleasing to the 
natural heart. No point is of more importance than retaining the 
view of all Scripture by the immaculateness of the Giver who is truth 
itself to all the rules of what His apostle calls " The form of sound 
words." Any error here impugns the perfection of the Lord Jesus 
according to that testimony, **In Him is no darkness at all." 

The Church, as well as the scientific world, neglected reading the 
1st of Genesis by this rule, and so they thought to upset the whole 
value of the Bible as of an ungrammatical beginning, so, not to be 
trusted. Then, if in modem times, for pleasing the flesh, we pervert 
the Divine writings, or speakings from Jesus' lips, so as to give the 
idea neither is perfectly simple to the letter, whether by types con- 
sistent or in plain language, particularly the latter, and so are easy to 
understand, especially when given verbatim to His disciples, such 
views are on the same injurious basis in one case as another ; and 
the world, without examination, will gladly jump to a similar con- 
clusion. But it may be followed out for Christian popularity also. 
The Jesuits first raised a false alarm respecting purgator}^, then 
found a remedy for their own ends, in their power for deliverance. 

This was Mr. J. Darby's plan to get especial power over believers, 
which he sought to remedy by teaching false prophecy for easing 
their fears. Thus his sect sprung up. The mass of believers are 
easily frightened, and very incapable of sifting error ; so he succeeded 
but too well. No passage is more read with ease as to perspicuity 
than that dictated for Matthew and Mark to indite by Jesus than 
the 24th of Matthew. Any profession of ambiguity as to who the 
Lord addressed, or what of the subject therein, is an open insult to 
the perfections of the Son of God. Now Matthew was consistently 
called to take Judas' place, as like the other apostles he gave up all 
at once to follow Christ. Hence, he at his resurrection finds his lot 
on one of the thrones over Israel. 

Mark the evangelist, also, wrote down what, no doubt, with 
Matthew and the other apostles he heard from the Saviour's lips, 
and he gives his more condensed narrative of the instruction, but in 
no difference of points. All of these were no doubt Jews interested 
to know about the End exactly as Daniel was, to whose revelation 
about it, Jesus directed these members of the new position of the 
Church of Christ, about which Daniel did not. 

But both, and all believers are referred to the period when the 
termination of the end to Daniel for a unity of hope should take 
place by Christ Himself. All the other passages on the subject 
unite in this respecting the honour to be given the words of Jesus. 

Mark xiii. particularly mentions the period to be the same for the 
narrative given with Matthew. 

Matthew uses the inclusive personal pronoun " Ye " as to those 
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Jesus addressed. To question its application to the apostles or other 
disciples is to make Jesus no better than a dishonourable practical 
deceiver to Matthew and Mark and all present. 

Mark gives us the same personality of address, ver. 28, " And so ye 
in like manner, when ye shall see these things to come to pass, know 
that it is nigh, even at the doors." 

Like as Matthew declares of Jesus' instructions, " Verily I said 
unto you^ that this generation shall not pass till all these things be 
done." 

Also " Take ye heed ; " " "Watch ye therefore " — all which instruc- 
tions to these members of the Church, or others, futures, who were to 
represent them on the earth, are not by the erring sect to be on the 
earth at all, or those present to be then in resurrection only. As to 
the world's presence also, " And then shall they see the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds with great power and glory " (see Acts i. 11). 
Also, as to the Church's clearness on the point, in contrast to the 
world's (see 1 Thess. v. 1 and 4). No part of the teaching in Jesus 
has been more guarded, as usual, against being erringly traversed 
respecting this most important period of His Second Advent at the 
end of the age or this generation. Our Lord pledged Himself to the 
apostles present and all other disciples to send His angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet at this final period thereof, saying, " So likewise 
ye^ when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near (marg., He 
is near), even at the doors." 

This point of the trumpet is quoted by the Apostle Paul in his 
important statement respecting the comfort for dying saints in the 
1st Epistle to the Corinthians, chapter xv. All Gentiles of the 
Church there. " Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood can- 
not inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corniption inherit 
incorruption. Behold, I show you a mystery ; We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump : for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." Yet that this 
referred to the day the Church is taken up to meet Jesus in the air 
I have heard by an able evangelist, absolutely denied in a public 
assembly. His Laodicean friends, in fact, wanted it earlier as of 
Mr. J. Darby's hatching. So the apostle adds by that certain time 
circumstances of hope, " Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stead- 
fast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, foras- 
much as ye know your labour is not in vain in the Lord." Can there 
be any true consolation outside this scene of time and circumstances, 
are saints by fear of trial gone further fallen and teachers with them ? 

To the Thessalonians the apostle writes, " To you who are troubled 
rest with us" (i.e., the persecuted apostles), when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and the glory of His 
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power ; wJien He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you 
was believed) in that day. Thus both events are brought to a con- 
clusion as in Zechariah xiv. in one day. Those against this teaching 
he warns all believers not to believe. It clearly must make the 
apostle a lying prophet. 

There is not the least excuse for a difference of believer's testi- 
mony ; but, alas ! what has been done with the testimony instead of 
believing out of either Paul or Mark as to Jesus' own report in these 
modem days, while there are those who think themselves the glory 
of the Church employed in the most eager way, like Eve in the 
garden to Adam, to get others to accept their delusions by seductions, 
of how sweet they are in the flesh ; so that no man is accepted fully 
with them who will not be seduced to controvert the perfection of 
Jesus' teaching to His disciples of the Church's hope. 

No wonder Jesus speaks of the Church, following that of the 
Philadelphian acceptance, which makes the only perfect true hero 
of the Cross to save them, — sick, — the more as He has allayed much 
of the fear of persecution by the manner the door for the Gospel has 
been opened by His providence. 

There is one thing, however, sure. As we sow so we reap : and, 
hence, while pandering to the flesh to please it, we soon find we 
have let them so loose that those who may have a claim for support 
in the Gospel testimony or for ministry in feeding the flock are 
themselves deserted. If the people are not taught to respect the 
words of Jesus as to trial, they soon follow the same principle as to 
their pastors, or hold to false ones. If they will not help for Jesus' 
sake why for that of man t 

But we will now turn to a more interesting point, and I should 
have been glad if I dared to avoid exposing my brethren. But 
Jesus must be supported above all claims. Am I their enemy 
because I speak the truth with Paul 1 Our dear Lord, although not 
having as the stated authority to give from His time the date of the 
Advent exactly, still acted in conformity with what had been given 
before His First Advent. So He made Daniel's instruction the point 
of nearest reference, where dates, by a standard event yet to happen, 
were provided by our Lord having bound into one the question asked 
as to the " end " asked by the Apostles ; and the end told to Daniel 
in answer to an angel's request for Him (chapter xii.). 

No other point by facts to occur are ever provided but this one. 
The words to Daniel himself are, " Go thy way, Daniel, for the words 
are closed up and sealed till the time of the end " many shall be 
purified and made white ! How 1 but as believers in the value of the 
sacrifice by Messiah's blood. This includes all such. All at His 
coming in Him (1 Cor. xv. 13). And from the time that the daily 
sacrifice shall be taken away and the abomination that maketh 
desolate (marg., astonishes) set up, there shall be a thousand two 
hundred and ninety days. 
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This period which, at Jerusalem, rebuilt by the Jews in unbelief 
(with sacrifices restored, but without the one, true, never-dying high 
priest, Jesus, absent), will be a certain fact hereafter to those 
believing the Word of Grod, and in the neighbourhood, or in the 
city. It is the only ground for a date of time ever given in the 
Word to start definitely from. One is better than many in such a 
case — i,e.y those who have waited and cometh so far in time have 
this for observation. But there is no blessing in this. It is the 
hour of Satan's greatest triumph as to this point. 

But from the same time of the daily sacrifice being so taken away, 
if the observers live to see the second period of a thousand three 
hundred and thirty-five days, then comes the blessing to one who 
watcheth for events, Daniel is then told to go his way till the end. 
That is this terminal period, " For thou shalt rest (die and await) and 
stand in thy lot at end of the days. Of course the end of the last 
date. But how is he (till then, a disembodied spirit waiting) but by 
his resurrection with all who are Jesus* at His coming, enabled to 
stand in his appointed place, like the twelve Apostles yet sleeping 
for their occupation on the thrones of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Now our year is taken at 365 days. But astronomical correctness 
gives 365 days 6 hours 9 minutes and 14 seconds. Taking, however, 
the 365 for a divisor gives us 3 years and 205 days. But 1335 
days -?• 365 = 3 years, 240 days or but 35 days for the Man of Sin*s 
triumph, and time to use his conquest over Israel, by driving them 
out as captives, to be delivered by the coming of Jesus then. 

Seven years I have been told is to take place between some purely 
fanciful first and second coming of Jesus. But as these two sums 
added together put the end further off* instead of nearer it removes 
the actual event for both points of interest so far further on. So 
much in respect to blundering over the grammar of the "Word. No 
other periods are given with a visible standard to be noted from 
like this, of the removal of the daily sacrifice, — an abomination to 
God and the Man of Sin as being offered by a false high priest. 

But be the variation of astronomical time what it may, for any 
difficulty, the revelation never professes exactitude to a second, but 
of Jesus known to be at the door with all accompanying the 
Advent. 

We are, however, allowed to see the expected point mentally, of 
the interest believers will take then in events ; and what is meant by 
" I will give to him the morning star." So that the true watchers will 
not be looking as now professedly for the Advent, and it never takes 
place in years to their daily delusion, but all the world over, the 
telegraph may tell when the daily sacrifice is taken away, to awaken 
the sleepers for the moment of their resurrection. 

But we have here the cause of the stop pro tern, for the Gospel's 
work of saving more souls. When the incarnation of Satan's most 
modem work of natural evolution to develop their perfect man is seen 
on Messiah's throne, for His own honour, and that of His Son's He 
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